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The following letters from “Economist,” an old: 
English Officer of position and experience in the Pun- 
jab, to the Governor General on the Annexation of the 

: Punjak form the third volume of the Punjab Series 
which was started in 1895—Vols, I and II haying al- 
ready appeared—and will, though consisting of only a 
few pages, be found to beinteresting, showing the in- 
sight of the author into Native character, and 
‘the reasons that led the British Goverument to annex 
the Punjab. How far the facts have been fuund to be 
true, aud the policy has succeeded, the reader will be 
able te judge for himself. 


_ The third volume of the Series promised was 
“Cunningham's History of the Sikhs,” but the impor- 
tancé.and interest attaching these letters have actuated 
their being placed before the public earlier. The 
opinion of the “Economist” on the Sikhs is deserving 
of note, 


Tus PCRLISHERS. . 
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LETTERS ADDRESSD TO THE GOVERNOR- 
GENERAL OF INDIA, ON “ANNEXATION 
OF THE PUNJAUB,” BY AN OFFIOER OF 
PRACTICAL EXPERIENCE, 


No I. 


Ny Lonp—aAt last on instalment of tong-deferred suc~ 
cess hag attonded your arms. Mooltan has at last fallen 
—and though the Commander-in-Chief has failed to 
“strike an effectual blow ’” he is still able to hold his own, 
and we may hope that sooner or Inter the Punjaulb may be 
at your disposal—a conquered country. It is therefore 
well to consider what you are to do with it when you geb 
it, and I hope you will appreciate my motives in tender- 
ing you a little advice. If so I may be induced to fovour 
you occassionally with my opinion of men and measures, 
I know something of this part of India—something of the 
people—and something of the Offcinls who will be your 
jnstroments—all which knowledge is very much aot your 
rervice, I shall commence with generals, and as [ proceed 
I may afterwards descend to particulars, 


2. The arguments in favour ef annexation of the 


Punjaub are rather negative than positive—rather that no 
one can devise any other possible plan than that the acqui- 
sition itself is desirable. Doabtloas the territory is large ; 
the people within and around it are made of aterner atu 
than those of our earlier pousessions ; and the revenue is 
not large in proportion to the area. Were it possible to 
sink the country into the ocean I am not prepared to say 
that it would not bo expedient to.do.s0; Lut ase, can’t 
get rid of it in this way it comos to the propositiqn fiat 
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some one must hold the sient plain of the Indus. Is i 
better that we should do so, or that some onco Pa should} 3 


cinco: easton? 


3. And here I must observ ve, ‘that 7 consi sider Beinde and 
the Punjab, | for.political purposes, one. Jf we withdraw 
from the. Punjaub to retain Scinde—isolated on three, sides 
and exposed. ito .the Beloochees on the fourth—a dead 
drain on the revenue of [udia and pn utterly  pbjgctless 
possession —to retajn Sci:de under these cirqumstances 
would, I say, he too preposterous for argument. Tf, again, 
we retain the Punjaub, we shall naturally keep Scinde too 
ezand it will bea useful and indirectly profitable possession, 
When, then, J speak of the Punjaub, I refer to the whole 
plain watered by the Judys and its tributgries, 


4, The question now to bo decided i is no matter of 
petty, policy —no mere affair of Dalleep Sing or 
Frederick Qurrie, nor even a purely Sith question.. The 
Sikhs are. ‘the creatures of nday. Duleep Singh is the 
preatare ‘of an hopr. But it is now for yon, my Lord, 'te 
fix the pernjanent. limits of our Indian Empire... The 

jars of Hercules must now be established. We ap- 
proach (at least, a lope, we do) the termination ofp 
stragy sle with the last great military power i Tadia, To 
advance fyrther juto Asia were a fally not likely to be 
attempted after past experience, The great Ruwpire of 
Hindoostan, differing in its parts, yet retaining o wonder: 
fal similitude'throyghogs in the character, tho habits, and 
the institutions of its people, is now our own, A. lasting 
_Jide-ct demareqtion must be drawn; permancnt landaigtk’ 
. Wingt'be set up; and then, having disposed of our exterasl 
defences, we. may tury to internal manngement, and.do what 
:we have never yat done—make the country pay. In truth 
it auight to pay,.and more than pay, and there niust be some- 
thing rotten in the system, if the supreme rulers of Iodia 
_ ihre: obliged. to borrow, money at @ percent.” I trast, thes, 
nt Fou: will Ue:catisfjed with noo temporary aryangembbt, 
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fake your line, but when you do take it let it Ve a permanent 
settlement of the question, Tet us have no engagements for 
ters of years—no trusting to thé chaptor of accidents, Act 
as if your acts were to hold for huwdreds of yéars, Lam not 
j going into Lord Herdinge’s policy. ‘Phis is u,fait accompli, 
aud we are now reaping the whirlwind; But thig E 
will say thet Lord Hardinge’s plan; co for as the mode of 
governing the Punjaub went, admitted of argument. It 
: tight have been possible for Sir Henry Lawrence to have 
' governed the Punjaub in the native form—bat it is nod 
possible that that policy should be justifixbte Which pro- 
vided but for eight years; amd did not hint at what was to 
follow. Yet 1854 is not yo distant, and if there had béct 
no rebellion—if the plan hod worked perfectly—What 
then? Echo atiswers—whut! There are no prophets ig 
our days, and the world sees many changes. Our Indian 
Empire may stand or fall—your arrangements may exist 
through ageé—or they may be swept away to-morrow— 
but at least let u's have the possibility of success. Cive us 
‘an intelligible theory—aud we will be patriotic enough to 
hope that Britain umy rule Hiwdoosten long euough to 
: give ite fafe trial: Patans, and Mehirattas, and Sikhs; 
‘one after the ottier, pass over the stage—but you must 
! treat the Punjanb ina way that will bo effected by no 
temporaty changes. Hold it for gooi, or give it up for 
over. 


5, India may be said to have @ doublé boundary, 
‘The great desert running up‘from the ocean to within 100° 
miles of the Hamalayas separates Hindoostan and the 
Dekkan frouy the Plain of the Indus: The lina of defence’ 
between these countries may’ thus ba reduced to the narrow 
neck between the desert and the hiils—what iow forms’ 
the Cis-Sutlej territory. Here exists no naturat barrier 
i (for I hardly consider the Sutlej or the Beas to be such), 

ner has art supplied the want by a chain of forts. It has 

been our practice in Fudie toconbemn the foreigu aid of 
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fortifications, and we possess nono in this part of the coun. 
try. The fact merely amounts to this, that the tract ig 
narrow enough to be defended by an army in the Geld, 
THindoostan can only be entered by a supperior force. The 
protecting army cannot be eluded. So long as we main. 
tain in.the Cis-Sutlej territory an army competent to meet ° 
all comers, so long is Hindoostan protected, 


On the other hand, beyond the Indus we have a second 
Loundary in the great mountain chain with which nature 
has hedged in India, as with a ring-fence. The boundary 
line is here much extended ;—froi the sea to Cashmere 
the distance is great. But Usen wo havo the defence of a 
natural mountain burrier. Tho mountainous country is too 
poor to maintain a force dangerous to us iu the field, 
From a military invasion of Affghans or Bsloochees we 
have nothing to fear ; aud to 2 foreign armament India is 
only accessible by one or two difficult passes—which if we 
defend with hut a moderate force, uo power can obtain 
entrance. You must now choose one of these two lines of 
military defence. Either occupy the Punjaub—withdraw 
from’ the Caulonments East of the Beas and Sutlej all 
troops but those required for internal administration—post 
along the line of the Indus the force destined for the 
general defence of the Empire, and be prepared on the 
occurrence of alarm to blockade the Khyber and tho Bolan. 
Or if you are not prepared for this, withdraw from the 
Punjaub and Scinde—draw your military cordon across 
the Cis-Sutlej territory—build forts and tell off an army 
to be permanently stationed on the frontier, and at any 
time prepared to enact the scenes of '45-’46—to repel the 
occupants of the Punjaub whenever they may choose to 
measure their strength with us, but never again to cross 
the Sutlej. 

6. I propose to consider, 


First—Is it expedient to retain military possession of the 
Panjaub? 
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Second—IE we retain military possession, in what form 
should the country be governed—directly by ourselves 
or in @ native form ? 

Third—To discuss dotails of tho wastern boundary, mili- 
tary and civil, 

! Fourtk—IE we annex the Punjanb—how is it to be ad- 
ministered 1 


7. The greet question, after all, no doubt is—Will tha 
Panjanb pay t and I therefore think it necessary to premiso 
tiat Ido not suppor, nor will I argue, that the Punjaub will 
pay posttively—that it will defray the expenses of all the 
troops to be cantoned within its limits. Why the country 
which paid Runjeet so well should nol pay still more power- 
fal conquerors is not so clear—but that would involve a still 
broader question—our whole Indian system. Sutfice that 
for the present ut least wo must take things as we God 
them—that under our present system the revenues of the 
Punjaub would not maintain the army—still it does not 
follow that the acquisition is a losing one. Wherever the 
| frontier be fixed, the army occupying it must be charged 
! to the general revenues of the country—and if, when we 

occupy the Punjaub, we are relieved from other expenscs— 
if the revenue of the new country adds to our general rent: 
roll, aud eliminates a considerable per centage of the 
cost of the occupying army—then may we hope that the 
finances of India will be put ona surer aud a better foot- 
ing, and a great comparative gain will be effected. 


| 8. The occupation of a country depends on three von- 
siderations, 1—The difficulty of getting it, 2—Tho difi- 
culty of keeping it, 3—~Tho advantages derived from its 
possession, The diticulty of getting the Punjaub it is un- 
necessary for me to enter into, ‘The force of civcumatances 
has already decided that point. Ido not anticipate that 

i hero Sing will be admitted to treat for the possession of 
the country, ‘The die is cast, and the enemy in the field 
wust be conquered. 
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9. ‘The diticulty of keeping the country is a more Gt. 
ting subject of argument, 1 believe that this didieulty 
Jas Leen very much exaggerated, Nothing is more firmly 
established by experience than the fucility with whicly 
territory is retained when made our own—the’ indisposi- 
tion of the people to domestic rebetlion—and thei inability 
to.cope with troops unless they have some nucleus—some 
native wry, with guns, discipline, and munitious of wat, 
This fact could not be better exemplified thanin the’ pres 
sent year, The war has been protracted—there has: been;, 
if I may so speak, every encouragement to’ rebellion. Yet’ 
in the proper Sikh country there has been no popular war: 
‘The villages have not risen—the brothers and relatives of 
Shere Sing’s soldiers in their villages of Mangha have 
taken no part in the fight, We aro opposed’ Lut by the’ 
regular army which we left in existence, and, if reduced, 
yet capable of re-oxpansion by the return of ubsent soldicts 
to the nucleus which remained. Jf there has been a little 
desultry warfare it was but the last effort of Bedies and 
Gooroos and Rujas whom we had’ not quite stript of their 
resources. It is perhnps fortunate chat the undecomposed ela~ 
wents have'once more been'permitted'to boilover. The bad 
humours have cometo thesurface and may now be eradicate, 
To be effectually conquered, a country must be twice con 

quered. It is in the nature of things that it should be so. 


10; Whatever it may be geographically, the Punjaul: 
iv undoubtedly ethnically a part of Hindoostan. Its people, 
though-morehardyare in all their mora! and political charac-" 
teristics theaame. They are equally prepared to acquiesce in’ 
a foreign rule~equally accustomed to Jonk on such as-their® 
normal state. ‘The great mass of the population Letween 
the Jumna and the Ravee,-and of that from which the Sikh: 
army is chiefly supplied, ie “ Ju¢”—a tribe of whom it 
may be truly said that they habitually as much excel in 
the arts of peace as they occasiounlly do in those of war. 
They make good soldiers but equally good-subjects; 
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With the exception of the castes of the Buriniah genug 
aind small Joose population of the towns, ‘aud the artificers 
and people of servile race in the villages, the remainder of 
‘the populition is Mussulmai—not turbulent pattans,” bat 
agriculturisty of converted Hindoo castes—good cultivators 
and quiet subjecte—with all the industry of Aindoosjwith- 
out their religious bigotry, and’at the snue dime withoul the 
grido, nationality, ond fanaticism of the Mussulman ; in 
fnct, a péopla who have politically cessed to le Hindoos 

without politically becoming Mussulmen—just the sort of 
saljscls We wait: 

I do not refer to the Un-Indian tribes-about Peshawur ’ 
and the extreme frontier, Of them I shali more particularly 
sperk when I come to the detail of the western boundary, 
and point out the-coincident, ethnical, and geographical 
fine which there exists. In the meantime, J] assert that 
the population of the plains on this side the Indus iy one 
eminently fitted to make god subjects, that it is ether 
§ Jat’ or agricultural Mussulman, and that both are all 
that we could desire. Ihave not mentioned the Sikhs bé- 
eiuse they must be separataly toyched on. -1 believe that 
1 shall bé able to refer the greater portion of thet to’ the 

+ general Jat population, aid I'am ‘of opinion ‘that ‘the: re. ~ 
mainder may easily, and: at no great-cost; be vendored ‘quict 
gd contented like the pelty Sikh Pattedurs in the pro- 
tected territory. But here it will be necessary. to ‘digress 
into a little episude to slow who the Sikhs of the present 
day are; a subject on which much misapprehension exists, 
pnd upon which, with youe leave, I will now euter.: 











Economtst, 





No. If 
4 DIGRESS}ON smowine woo TuE S1IKHS ane, 


My Lonp—It has been custornary to suppose the » Sikhs 
@ separate tribe—apart from ‘the population. of the vountcy, 
and separated therefrom by a. well-defined, religious, and 
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polltical line, Now thia may have heen pretty correct ig . 
former times when Sikhs were Sikhs, and there was no 
mistaking them ; but we shall go very fur wrong, indeed, 
if we suppose that the standard at al! applies to the mass 
of Sikh soldiers in the regular army formed and handed 
down hy Ronjeet Sing, aud by which we are now opposed, 
‘The original founders of the Sikh religion designed it ay 
entirely new and a proselytising creed, which might absorb 
both Musyuiman and Hisdoo, Cirenmstances soon placed 
the Sikhs in violent antagonism to the Mahamedans, ani 
they naturally more and more drew towards Hindooisn, 
and re-adopted the tenets and the prejudices which they 
lind once abandoned. Gradually the boundary line be 
tween Hindoos and Sikhs became ill-defined, till eventually 
the distinction of castes bas Leon admitted, and a man inay 
now hecome a Sikh without ceasing to be a Hindeo. In 
fact the Sikhs are held together by no religious, but by 
purely, political bond, Some go the whole-hog, and be- 
come out-and-out Sikhs, some become Sikhs for the time 
«being, or just as loug as it suits their convenience, sume 
atop half way, call themselves ‘Sings,’ and let their beards 
grow—are Sikbs wong the Sikhs—Jats among the Jata— 
-but the distinction of custes ia retained by all, Moreover, 
awe see that the Lahore political union is composed not of 
Sikhs alone, but of people-of all creeds, Altogether, I 
:think I may safely assert that no peculiar Sikh religious 
fervour bas anything to do with the valour displayed by the 
Sikh army. It is a political-union aud nothing more. 
The Sikh army is courageous, not because it is Sikh, but 
he @ its ranke are filled from a population capable of 
making ‘good soldiers, It so happens, however, that the 
Sikhs havo practically all the advantage of uniformity of 
-easte, end freedom from inconvenient prejudices, because 
‘ almost the entire mass of Sikh soldiors are ‘Jats,’ « people 
‘who rank very’ low as Hindoos, but very high as soldiers. 
That is tho real secret of their strength. The Silcbs ore 
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for practical purposrs « confederacy composed of ‘Jats,’ 


and we are now opposed by the same poople who opposed 
us at Bhurtpoor. 


. Still T admit chat there have ‘been Sikhs—taking their 
origin from aud allied.to the population, aud whose cbarac- 
teristics are more politicul than religious—but still form. 
ing @ separate class, and to some extent « dominant one. 
‘These are the Sikhs as they existed 50 years ago, and we 
must analyse the Sikhs of the present duy to discover who 
are true Sikhs, and who are mera Jac roldiers, drawn fro: 
the Jat villages, servants of tle Lubore State—passing as 
Sikh for the nonce--but -really forming no separate or 
doininant class. I purpose to suow tut the valour and 
strength of the Sikh army lies in tho latter class, that they 
can easily be absorbed in the populution from among 
which they came, and, by afew years of good management, 
may he mede to disappear altogether, or to appear only 
as useful citizens. 

But as the real Sikhs came first in point of time, I 
shall dispose of them first. Previous to Runject Sing's 
time, when the Sikhs wore a political tribe of more or loss 
importance, they had a peculiar organisation of their own. 
They seized on all they could get, and divided it with re- 
ference to the number of horsemen ‘furuished by each. 
They left their original humble bomes in the villages of 

. Malwal and Mangha—spread themeelves over the country 
between the Raveeand the Jumna—anil became a dominant 
class, They had, however, no common bead. Whien they 
had possessed themeelves of all that they could obtain, they 
turned their aris against one another, and the ‘ good old 
rule the simple plan’ prevailed in its fullest extent, and 
was the recognised law of the Jand.’ I need not more 
particularly describe the Sikhs as they then existed, for 
this hes often been done before. Suffice it to say, tha 
is usually the case under such circumstances, the strong 
took from the weak—the atroriger became stronger—and 
frors them that had little was taken eveu thet they had, 
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Jowever, many were the ups.and downs of fortune tii 
there arose that great centraliser,. Runjeet Sing—the 
greatest enemy of the Sikh confederacy. Ile-.founded an 
Empire by extingu ishing and absorbing the Sikh Misals. 
‘That Empire is called Sikh because its head wns a Sith, 
and many of his servants aud soldiers were Sikhs 5 but it 
in reality rested on the same foundation as that on which’ 
Indian empires bave rested from time immemorial; not», 
national feeling, but the mere personal and accidental 
porsession of a tract of country, and he power derived « 
from its revenues. . . 

My opinon is that the Sikhs ended where Runject 
rose. They in fact regarded him little more favourably 
than if he had been a foreign conqueror. So far as-his. 
power extended he completely deprived them of their 
possessions and their power. His conquests were at tlie 
snme time the couse of the remainder of Sikh-land beiug 
taken under British protection. The strong arm of our 
Government interposed in the territory cast of the Sutlej’ 

"violent changes were no longer permitted—and the. 
whole became stereotyped iu’ the particular phase in 
which we happened to find it at the moment of our inter. 
ference. It is in the protected States, not at Lahore, that 
we must look for perfect specimens of the Sikhs as they 
were. Indeed the Ois-Sutlej tergitory comprised the larger’ 
and more important portion of Sikh-land—and setting 
aside Patteenlee and: the larger States, wo have Misals, 
and Pattees, and many shared confederacies exactly as 
they were in the olden timc—potrified and mummified,” 
indeed, by Jong inaction—but as perfect as such petrifac- 
‘lions can be, And it is the lest proof that there is 
mothing inherently untameoble and turbulent io the Sikh 
disposition—seeing that for forty years these real and: 
gonuine Sikba have boen as quite and loyal os could-be- 

. desired. Not.even when the territory was invaded by tho- 
Tnhore army did they in any. instance attempt to be re- 
factory. twill be xemembered that I am talking of the 


ny 
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petty members of Misals and Pattees—not, of the larger 
chiefs who individually held considerable territory on the 
same footing as other independent princes - throughout 
India. The one or two instances of bad disposition oc- 
curred among the Iatter class, and i believe that their 
hostility was popularly somewhat exaggerated. T am far 
from advocating the grant of considerable revenue and 
Gonsequent power to individuals-—a course which is mere- 
Jy eveating a daugercug power at the expense of tho State ; 
but I think tua where 20 or 36 strapping fellows, whose 
trust is in their own right arms, can be quartered on one, 
or two villages, and thereby kept quite and contented, the 
arrangemeut isa gond one—and the example of many 
such instances iu the protected territory shows how such 
real Sikhs as remain in the Punjaub can be easily aud 
chenply provided for.. I am not’ proparcd to say what 
their numbers are, but I imagine that it cannotbe great, 
. Ranjeet utterly dispossessed and extinguished tho greater 
majority of them. These who remained were taken into 
his service aud very much changed thir character. Dar- 
ing the whole vf Runjeet Singh's reign they have heen 
gradually disappearing, THe ‘estabiished a regular army, 
he entertained .in his service, without distinction, Sikhs. 
and Mohomedans, aud Europeans; and he enlisted in his 
regular ranks the village ‘Jats’ of Malya and Mangha, 
avho, serving.a Sikh raler, gencrally passed for Sikhs. 
But os I have already said, these people are quite different, 
from the old Sikhs. They como fromthe villages on 
either side the Sutlej, They are members of the Jat 
village communities, and servants of tho Lahore State, just 
ag our Sepoys are in our regiments, One brother ploughs 
the paternal fields, whilo another has taken service at 
iLabore, and many have returned, both before and since 
ithe war, to resume their original functions. It ‘is a re- 
‘markable fot that they really make tlre best.cultivators, 
‘They «re somewhat. troublesome in their: own - villageseas 
‘peopl .yho: have: seén tho world. will -ba—gre pot alway 
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willing to be controlled by their respectable elders—is. 
cover abuses and insist on reforms. But they exhibit, no 
bad spirit, They have plenty of money wherewith to 
resuine their agriculture, seem to have nearly ene ugh of 
soldiering, and are well content to settle down, It they 
ure but understood, if their grievances are attended to, 
and they are restored to that position in their villayes, 
which they would have held had they not taken service, 
1 make no doabt that the class will never bo troublesoine, 
Such are the new Sikhe—the flower of Runjeet's anny, 
and our real opponents, Dissolve the Sikh army, and 
they are 20 more seen. Very different are the old Sikhs 
referred to above—the emasculated remains of a class 
which uever in ily best days could bear a comparison with 
Runjeet’s regulars. They have but existed on hia indul- 
gence, and are found as Jagheerdar’s Suwars, do, They 
are not to be found in the ranks of the staunch infantry, 
They have existed too long to retain their virtue. A Yong 
course of idlenesa and opium has destroyed their energies, 
and they yielded the palm to young Sikh-land! Some 
amoug them may exhibit occasional courage and fanatic. 
ism, but it ia not lasting. 
This class then, I would, where necessary, dispose’ of 
“by providing for them on a small scale like the Pavteedara 
+of the protected States, ~ 
: To sem up the abstract of what 1 have said, i is this— 
that the Sikh army is composed of two classes, the most 
important the regalars or tiew Sikbs—who will never 
appear withcat the nucleus of a regular army—and the 
ivregulars or old Sikhs, much less important, who may 
cheaply be bought off. Thia I think will be found pratty 
near the truth. ,Of the old Sirdara some few entered on a 
new character under Runjeet, ae servants of the State. 
Of these the most important is the Attareewalah family, 
now heading the opposition, It may he remarked, too, 
‘that, the old Sikhs, driven to desperation, seem to do more 
+ this war than last. The regulors are reduced in numbers _ 
<nbuft the Goroharas who in ’45-'46 never showed, this 
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year have done execution, However, it is like the finmo 
which blazes hefore it is extinguished for ever. The 
majority of the servants of the Durbar, and of the Durbar 
itself, are meve cr atures of cirenmatance Bilealy withowt 
a, ‘nationality. Pej Sing, the ‘late Sikh Commander-in- 
Chief, is a Brahmin of Seharunpore, who served Runject 
and became a “ Brahmin Sikh.” From such people we 
chave noshing to fear, nor need we go to any great expense 
in providing for them, In short, the Lahore monarchy is 
like any other native kingdom, Tf wedo but dissolve it. 
inva. few short yeara the place whereon it stood shall know 
nd so I end my digression on the Sikh his- 





if no more, 
tory. 





Ecoromisr, 


No, TIL. 


My Lorn—12. When I digressed T. was diecussing 
the question of the difficulty which we should experience 
in keeping the Panjoub, This is in fact the most impor- 
tant point of all, and that on which the whole question 
turns, for it is the apprehension of chis dificully whivik 
has so long cansed hesitation. ‘“ We are much afraid of 
the turbulence of the inhabitanis, There might be peril 
in our imposing on ourselves the Aluty of keeping ‘the whole 
territory in obedience to cur rule.” ‘Thue reasons the 
cautions statesman. My object is to show that tho 
difficulty—the turlulence of the inhabitants—is for the 
most: part imaginary; that if we once maxe the Punjaub 
our own, and no longer leave the nucleus of a tiative army, 
that-country may be kept with the greatest easo—almost 
as easily as our older possessions. 3 

: Ihave tried to show that the mass of the population 
is by no means turbulent—that they are, on the contrary, 
good cnltivators and quiet subjects, I have explained ny 
belief that the Sikhs of the present day may be divided 
into two classes, the old and the new Sikhs ; that the real 
Sikhs are neither very-nu:vorous, nor very formidable, nor 
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absolutely intractable, but that such as exist in the Lahore 
territory may be easily provided for, and kept quiet like 
the Cis-Sutlej Patteedars ; that the strength of the Sikh 
power consists in the new Sikhs of the regular army ; that 
these form no soparate class ; that they are not individual. 
ly turbulent by birth, education, and disposition ; but 
. werely in their collective capacity’as the Pretorian guards 
of-o falling ewipire—an army unbridled and“uncontrolled . 
since Kunjeat Sing’s death, and turbulent merely ag ail 
armies will be under such circumstances. I bave stated 
that these men do, in fact, come of au orderly and indus. 
jriows vace-—that cach has his own piace in his own ‘Jug’ 
village community—and that they can and do return to 
their original occupation as cultivators of tho soil, In 
this respect they possess a great advantage over the other 
military classes with which India has abounded, They 
have-indeed-a singular aptitude for agricultural pursuits 
whieh they have inherited as their birth-right—and they . 
cau be dispersed and absorbed not only aa easily, but very 
much more easily, than any army which ever éxisted in 
India. If any (and they will be but (a small proporticn) 
still prefer military service to enjoying in retirement the 
good things which years of misrule have thrown into their 
lands, they may serve us just as well ds they did Runject 
Sing. The Sikh frontier regimonts have beliaved well-— 
and if hat a small proportion of them are old soldiers of 
the Lahore army, it ouly shows that the handsome pay and 
easy secvice were not « sufficient inducement to draw out 
‘men -well to do in the world, and who had had enough of 
. soldiering. Lord Hardinge was determined to have Sikh 
regiments—and certainly .the number of disbanded or 
. resigned soldiers in our territory was very great; but one 
had married « wife—another had brought a feld—a third 
‘Was putting forth a claim to take place as one of the elders © 
of his village—and the commandants of the now regiments 
(appointed before men were found) were obliged to go ‘into 
the hig ways und by-tays, beating “p in the villages for 


ec ain LM a iL a on ncn: 





Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji €library Namdhari€library@gmail.com 


ANNEXATION OF THE PUNJAB,’ 15 


recruits, and enlisting, as Sikhs, men who only became 
Sikhs-on entering the corps. However, they are none the 
worse for our service for that, They are of the same class 
from which the Sikh soldiers sprang. I only meition the 
matter to illustrate what I have said of the origin and 
pursuits of the new Sikbs. I may add. that o sufficient 
numbor of the native officers, &e., of these regiments are 
old Lahore soldiers, to show that there is no objection to 
their serving us and remaining faithful in trying times, 
whore a sufficiont premium in pay aud promotion is offored 
to make it worth their while. But the fact is, they 
generally do not want servico unless they aro bribed into 
it. It is enoagh for us if we offer fair terme to such as 
cannot settle to any other occupation, and would otherwise 
“become wauvais sugels,; but their number is very small 
indeed. 


13. I hope then that the facts which I have stated 
are sufficient to bear out my assertion, that the population 
generally will be easily managed, and that the Sikhs are 
by no means an insuperable difficulty. My facts are in 
some deyree at variance with genera!ly-received opinio:s, 
and to test them you must look somewhat deeper than the 
surface of Courts and Camps. For their correctness [ 
must appeal to o careful investigation of the interior of 
the people. I bave derived my facts-from experience of 
the most practical description—1 have been behind the’ 
scenes—I have lived among the-people—I have have had’ 
du do with thom in their villages—in their homes—and: in’ 
their fields. My knowledge, auch as it is, has come to me 
through no second band—but is derived directly from the 
fountain head. It would be out of place in a letter like 
this to-go into technical details of each class and caste .and ° 
‘sub-division composing an Indina population. You can 
ihardly find time ¢e go into such particulars: and’ must 
depgnd-on testimony for the general result, ‘Suffice it that 
I intimately know the different items of the population” of 
of Mapgha' and Malwa, and the countries from: whidh the 
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Sikhs sprung, aud over which they have ruled ; and I an 
thoroughly convinced that uo population in India possesses 
a larger proportion of industrial elements und o smaller. 
proportion of elements of. an opposite quality. The old 
Indian system of village comwunities is yet in full ‘force; 
Each -hos its own internal. constitution—each is: inde: 
pendent of the other—esoh pays ite Revenue to the piweri, 
that: be, and cares uot to enquire too curiously the source 
from which that power ‘was derived. Such is the people’ 
Which I recommend to your adoption—and in the people [ 
include the Silch soldiers aud other servants of the Lahore 





state who are drawn from the general population, 

E have already said that I do not inciude the tribes of 
unIndian race in the Western Hills ; therefore let not 
these be taken ag an exception or objoction to what 1 bave 
said. I chall hereafter propose to draw the line so as ‘to 
exclude these unprofitable clans—to make them over to 
their Native chief, to whom, as to every body elee, they 
Will be rather a source of weakness than of atrengh, 

14. Thaye hitherto confined myself to the Sikhs, 
because they alone are new and singular: but the Lehore 
Avmy_and state (by state I mean the individuals who 
draw the Revenue of the country—their instruments and 
dependents) contaivs a large body of that miscellaneous 
class which is found in the service of every Indian power, 
doubtless much more numerous than the whole body of, 
Sikbs real or nominsl. Of them it would be useless to 
treat more perticularly. Of such classes there has been 
abundant experience in the many states which have heen. 
absorled in British India—and we know how speedily 
they disappear.. The rapidity with which all traces ofa . 
former ayatem melt awny is marvellous, Many.are the 
iustances which could be pointed out in which, but a féw 
years after the establishment of British rule, it is impossi- 
ble by the minutest search to discover or imagine whet 
has.become of tbe component parts of u Nutive Govern: ° 
ment which was at one time dazzling and formidable to 
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look at, I would only warn you against mistnking for thé 
nobility of the couiitry paid servants of the ‘state, for. the 
niout ‘part aliens ‘in blood aud in feelings, ahd urge that it 
is unnecesssty to expend: the Revenue .of the. country ‘in: 
giving: +6 sucli: péople a- Permanent provision,-which oan ‘do: J 
n0 *godd, “a: ‘may some day be-turned'to’ harm’ in their: 
henda: ‘Do'not buy'the consent of such people to‘a “treaty! 
Of “aunexation:”” Take a ‘mors straightforward and wiser’ 
course. Iu regard to those who have-really sowe claim ‘to 
Be Considered the: nobiiity of the country—Sika Chieis, and i 
Sadgheer- -posseéding Sollies, Gooroos, &o.;—1- would only say, ° 
keep’ them: down as much ‘an possibile; A well satisfied aud: 
unimpoverished: nobility may be all very swell to European 
notions, but; if we are to: ruléin Asia,:we are much better 
without them. They have become ‘separated from the . 
population, If they retain their revenue, each becomes a 
petty atate in himself and deprives the" szzerain” ofhis-right- 
ful revenues but to retain the power of duing mischief - 
when opportunity offers. It isno question of ‘property.” . 
A portion of the revenue of the state has been ninde over : 
to the'favoutites of the monarch, .just.as much as if it 
were a, monopoly of sweet wincs in Elizubeth’s time; and 
when ‘the state from’ which. ‘they. drive: it falls, they fall: 
too, ‘Such people ‘should: ie -reduovd to a reasonable gud’. 
siatence, ‘so that they may neither be driven--eutirely dea” 
Berato, Hor rotaia moro than is’ gocd' for them and for us 

“The petty Sikhs, the remains of the old: confederacies 
of whom I have already treated, are a different class. 
They pretend to no more than a mere subsistence, and that,: 
with or without service, it may be well to givo. them. 
The revenues of the Durbar, and of thé fatter Chiets, will 
ba sufficient without’ trenching ou the: scanty pittances of. 
these’ petty feudatoriea- who have been already week’ 
neadets: ‘ 

“15. “Tf then you are ‘satisBed, that the elements of the - 

Lihote'state inay‘bo spbedily dissblved ike all the" Indian’ 
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Empires which have preceded it—that the old Sikhs are 
but the shadow of their former selves, and neither difficult 
nor dangerous to deal with—that the new Sikhs are but. 
individuals drawo from the goncral population—and, that. 
that population is neither turbulent, nor, trovblespme, if, 
Tsay, you are aatistied on these pointg you must be 
vinced that there .is no infernal difficulty in keeping. 
Punjaub, I have rade my statement and { leave it to, 
you to verify my, facts, = 

It is unnévessary ;to, combat the argument, “that the 
eveuta of the present ‘year stultify my reasoning. : The 
Lahore State and Arwy has never been dissolved. | That 
army is engaged. i in a last struggle,for existence... 1 argue 
on the snpposition that the Army ia dissolved,. and the 
Punjaub held by. British Forces, 

16,. I¢-remains to consider external difficulties, te, 
holding the Punjaub, These I believe to be very A 
sindeed, The, country beyond is one which yields iittle 
revenue, and supports’ but a limited, population, It affords 
every facility for defence, but possesses not the Tegources of 
offence... Runjeet Singh in- the Punjauv, and Sir 
Nopier in Scinde, have proved that the wild Hi 
can be kept within their ow. limite, . We know. 
Afighans cavnot cope with our Troops in the F 
want resources—they want discipline—they. ; want, the 
“manitions—and they want. unity. The Sikbs could beat 
them well, and I have no. doubt that in the open plain, half 
a dozen British Regiments could utterly rout and disperse 
any Afghan Army which;could be .brought , against. them.. 
Io short, tho Affghans-arc by no means formidable neigh- 
bours—and they know, our power too well to, be likely | to, 
precipitate themselves against it, on equal terms, ok 
have moreover little doubt, that, by . bribing ‘them ‘with, 
Peshawur, &c.—territories which would be .no loss , to, us 
and add Iittle to their strength—they might be ade our: 
allies and feudatories, We should then be to 
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Jenve it possible for them to coquot with Rossia.or other 
distant: power, . A wholesome dread, no leas than benofits 
recvived, would olfectually ‘keep then in check. Although 
the longth of frontier is great, the points at which invasion 
is possible are in reality few ond far between, and those 
points nird passes ‘are easily guarded, I conclude then 
that we have nothing to fear from the Afighana und other 
tribes Lordering the Punjaub—and thot very moderate 
defences will suffice. To meet the Silchs or otler occupantd 
of the Punjaub we must always ve prepared with an Aimy 
of at least 59,000 men, A very much smaller number will 
ho amole to repe)*the Afighana, &c.—aud we bave, thero- 
fore, in holding tlie Punjaub, a'very great advantuge in the 
matter of extarnal defence, I have not referred to the 
defence against more distant and more powerful onemies, 
because that is nota looal question, but one which con- 
cerns India in general. I shall, however, shortly have 
occasion to refer to the facilities of defence against such 
enemies as one of the advantages of the possession of the 
Punjoub, 

T have considered, then, successivoly, the internul and 
external difficulties of keeping the Punjaub, and I come to 
the conclusion that neither tlre one nor the other are con- 
siderable, and that in fact the country may be easily: kept. 


I now proceed to ‘specify the advantages to be derived 
from its retention, 


17. ° The advantages of occupation I takerto be as 

follows:— : : 

I.—It is easier (nnd especially, a0 in India where the 
principle of passive obedience to the powers that 
be is 60 universal) to hold-in check a disarmed 
than anarmed people, Inthe oneesse we must bo 
prepared to keepin cheok the native rulera of the 

“Punjaub, provided with all the materials, means, 

- and appliances of war. In the otuer'we have bus 
quietly to roign over q submivsive and aabject 
people, 
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11.—A oonsiderable force must alwnys,be maintained 
.on the Frontier of {ndia, If this force oocupiey 
the Punjaub, the revenues of that country are 
available as en offset to meet a portion of the ex, 
pense. If it is not ovcupied, the whole expense 
must be defrayed from the revenues, of India 
within the Sutlej. 

I1].—By taking the, Punjaub we arrive at the natural 
boundaries of Indin, and obtain n final settlement 
of the question, If we do not, it is still an open 
question—~again and again will difficulties ariso— 
every yaar will bring changes of <i circumstances and 
renewed discussion—and we shall never rest till 
it is done, 

IV.—We.shall be enabled to establish 9 sure defence, 
egainst the hordes of Central Asia—and the Rus- 
sians, or any one else who may have an eye to tho 
East. With our outposts at the mouths of thq 
passes, it.is absolutely and definitely imposible 
that any power can obtain entrance into India— 
whereas on the Satlej we have no defenor, and 
the slighteat alarin must be the signal for a pre, 
liminary oontest—a Punjaub wor or a Caubul 
éxpedition, 

V.—Independent of the expense and anxiety of always 
keeping au army in the field, east of the Sutlej 
%o have, as a'question of humanity, to choose he- 
tween a state of continual war and a secure pease: 
Tt we retire from the Punjaub to maintain a- con. 
tinnally armed defence, the Punjaubees may be 
beaten’back one year; but they will come again 
and again, and ‘interminable bloodshed roust result, 

Vi:--Lastly comes the reduotio ad absurdum argument 

* —perhapa in this instance the most poworful of, 
all, IE we do siot keep the Punjaub—what 

“then? We must abnnifon the country and retire 
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+... Tmour prestige will be,ruined—and.our name will 

» lose its spell. | We shall have commenced a back; 

\ward career, Is ary one. prepared to advocate 

this? I belicve that it is imporsible, . We, have 

gone too for—we ‘cannot withdraw., The best 

reason for:keeping the Punjnub is, that we can: 

not give it op—and it is an argoment which no 

one gninsays. Jf any one will say that we should 
retire altogether, let him stnnd forth ! 

18. These ore my reasons for retaining possession of 
the .Punjaub. I think they explain themselves. It will 
ba remembered that {am arguing on the “comparetive ad. 
vantages of the only two possible boundary lines—I have 
premised that we must select either one or the other. 
Arguwent were superfluous .to show that a divided mili., 
gary power cannot sacceed. That has been a hope finally. 
settled by our. Present experience. We must take ono 
course or other, and, however little we may covet the 
Punjaub, I. think it is hardly possible to avoid being con. 
yinced that occupation is a much less evil that a contrary 
course, I eall it an evil as a concession to those who will 
view it in that light—but I do, not, mm: 
and, be the existence of the countiy in iteelf au evil or a 
good.ifig.enough for our purpose thut we on, the 
ove haud,;,a quiet and disarmed country-—yielding : acon. -. 
siderae 1ue-—forming the natural boundary of India, 
rand. §,,sure, defence. against external - enemics—peace 
secured to India—and the ignominy of retreat averted. 
On the other hand——an armed and too formidable neigh. 























army of observation -and yet di 
Empire of India—a stepping ‘stone and an aid to foreign 
invasion—a source of continual bloodshed—ond o lasting 
instance of our inability. to cdpe with a persevering foe, 
Look on this picture, and on. that, Say" which” ae will 


thoose.- 
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19. 'T6 keep the ‘thread of my argument I am obliged 
to go. o-back many tiwes, is in the matter of the. house that 
Tnok ‘duilt'; but it mist be ddne—so I will remind you 
that Cam discussing my first subject—" Is it expedient to 
keep military possession of tho Punjaub?” That to that 

_ ond I have shown—that we must get it whether or. no— 
for ‘we are now in tho arena—thnt it is not very difficult i 
to keep it—arid that great comparative advantages will be 
derived from keeping it—all which being admitted I think 
wo may iairly proceed—-thers/ore it is expedient to “occupy 
the Punjaub, Quod est demonstrandum. I hope we havo 
settled that to our mutual eatisfalion. The Pénjaubi ust 
henceforth lio held by British trodps, and by British ‘troops 
aloue, No soldier of any native power roust be’ permitted 
to exist. ‘The eccupation must be complete as to manner. 
no concurrent, but an exclusive pousession—complete ‘aati 
place—of no portion of the country, but of the wholi!= 
complete as to time—for no term of years, but ‘for’ a pir 

‘manency. OF all things—above all things—and before all 
things—keép oontinually in mind that there must be’ no 
half messures. Rather—a thousand times rather—fetiré 
from the country altogether than abate ono iota ‘ofthe 
whole aximal Have o starling taught to halloo ia your 
ear unceasingly “no half meagures"—“' no half measured " 
~—I believe you are now pretty nearly cut off ftom the 
possibility of compromise—so think no more: of it: ‘ ‘Look 

straight forward—conslder that you hove burnt’ your ’aliips 
(or that the Sikhs have burnt them for you), and all will 
become easy. “ 
“So mucki for the military question, I shall leave the . 
Civil Goverautent to be touched‘on another day. =” ° 
Beokoutsr, 


No. 1V, , 
My Lono-—I£ we retain military posgession wf’ the 
Panjaub, in what form’ should the country be governed & 
Directly hy ourselves, or iu a native form? 
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_ 20. You may suppose, from the line I have’ taken, 
that I will no more admit tho propriety of compromire in 
the form of civil, govornaent then on the question of mili- 
tary occupation, . Lord. Hardinge’s . most directly’ fatal 
aistake was military. If he had abolished the Sik: Army, 
and occupied ‘the forts, appropriating the money saved 
tothe payment of our troops, his scheme.of governing in 
a native form might (if conducted with greater aystern and 
discretion than was always the case) have stood: for « 
time. Still, to adopt half measures in civil affairs would 
be a blunder second in importance only te 9 similar ‘toursc 
in military affuire, I om not one. of those who believe 
that every native government is neceasarily and invaricbly 
atrociously: bad. : The country may sometijpes prosper under 
native rule, for it is an unexplained and inexplicable truth 
that natives generally like to be bullied in moderationin theie 
own way, nearly aos well as to bo particularly cared forin ours. 
‘With some good points, the native system has many: faalts, 
Still, it cannot be denied that ours has also many-and serious 
defects. of inadapiation of the country, and it comes, like 
many other similar questions, to this, that a good Euio- 
pean is better than-a .bad Native Government—a good 
Native Government beitor than. a bad European Govern-. 
ment.. A Native Government may . therefore ~be good.or 
bad. A double Government is moet assuredly end dnmiti. 
gatedly bad. Of that be well convinced... It, is simply’, 
combination of the evils of either system ‘withent,.one: re: 
deewing point. _If the Punjaub must be abondoned, we 
‘know the extent of the. evil, and another Runjeet may 
somo day spring up ; but if you attempt » double, Govern- 
ment, the evil is a wasting | canker, By. all mesns. adopt and 
engraft upon our own the best parte of the native system of - 
administration, but attempt not ‘to ‘make concurrent two in- | 
compatible systems, It iu the worst ‘kind of Political im- 
morality, the worst time-sorving, the Greatest injustice tot the : 
country aud to,the people, which would sanction eny § such 
arrangement. The subject. has been 50 often, discussed: in 
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this light, (hat it‘will not be necessary to go over very 
fully all the arguments on tho subject. Certainly, all 
experience is against it, and of late; Lam happy to way, 
almost all. opinion too, Yet, strauge to say; men often for 
Jong follow in.practica that which bas been already explod- 
ed in theory, and it is well that you should: -hold yourseig- 
warned aguiust it, I-hopo and believe thut the time for such 
thingshas goneby. Lt is almost-the only compromise which: 
is open. to you, aud it is doubtloss tempting. Te] Sing! 
and Decnauauth ‘might ‘be thus bought over to a new treaty,: 
and the Duleep Singh and-Brammagem morality difficulty 
would be got over in a way very satisfactory to Lxeter 
Hall: But .I hope that you ace.above such dishonest and: 
shallow farce, You must be convinced that the treaty 
presents. no real difficulty, and that it is your daty to act 
boldly for the best! “You cannot neglect all experiance, 
‘and I need not repeat tle many often quoted intatices,’ 
The:latest experiment at Lahore itself is anything buy 
calculated ‘to eucourage its repetition—and I believe that 
the: fault lay much more’ wich the sysiem than with the 
individuals. Sir. Henry Lawrence, im spite of alk that bas 
been said, is-4 man of talent aud very ‘great energy. Sir 
Frederick Ourrie is by no meaus a Lad man of Lussiaess, 
But neithor bad it.in bis power to introduch any system,’ 
In ‘fact, the native Government was utterly disorganised, 
and no-other was substituted. If there-had been any plax 
of ‘Government, proper officials would have been appointed: 
and would have made the most of their plan. - But the Re 
sident and his Staff were to give advice—and that is a duty 
for which any one is good enough. It require no particular” 
qualifications. 6 is quite unnecessary that a man should’ 
have diugded if 0 Outcherry—or that be should know any-’ 
thing about the country respecting which he is to advise ; 
or, indeed, ‘that he should have any partioular kuowledge of 
anything at alt, Nott’s description of Politicals may be" 
somewhat exdgeerated, snd there has no doubt existed in’ 
India « school of Political Officers of considerable exiper-’ 
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ence and merit in their own lino—but I must say that the 
modern style of Political nondescripts, who cover the face 
of the Punjaub, Ido not comprohond. I don't blawe those 
who. put their friends into the appointinents, If Govern- 
ment choose to make appointments, the duties of which are, 
perfectly undefined and unintelligible, and for whicli no 
qualifications in particnlar are renuired, I don’t seo why 
Lieutenant Jenkins, who is the Resident's friend's friend, 
should not be made a Political, rather than Lieutenants 
| Smith, or Brown, or Tones, whd are nobody's friends, Any 
man is good enough for Political. It is one of the few 
things to which there is a Royal road,: viz., through the 
colunius of the Covernment Gazette. Heucs it is exceeting- 
ly natural that half the ambitious young geatlemen of the 
Indian service should be quartered on the Vunjaub whero 
they are to distinguish themselves. It iso sort of “im- 
mortality made easy.” Their numbeis are now much be- 
yond calculation, A few were made pucka Polivicals— 
then came extra and tempory Assistants—then whole files 
“were “ placed at the disposal of the Resident”—and lastly, 
the barriers seen to have been-Lurst, and all kinds of people 
have slipped, or pusbcd,-or insinuated themselves into the 
Political Heaven: At least, so it would seem, for it is qnite 
startling the way in which mysterious and hitherto unheard of 
Politicals start up in every corner; by twos and threes, to Le 
chronicled in the pages of the Delhi—and, in truth, one way anc 
another— getting up conspiracies or suppressing them—tak- 
ing forts or keeping them—fighting battles and wiyging 
kardars—they have hugely illustrated’ themselves, Still I 
have yet to learn that ‘the Puojaub is governed, 1 oan 
compare the system to nothing but Monsieur Ledru 
Rollio’s Commisssires, A Political is sent’down to the 
provinces as a sort of Governor, Oommander of the forces, — 
Judge, and corrector of abusos—all rolled into one. The 
said Political knows about as muoh of the Revenue systen, 
atd of civil affairs in gencral, as he does of Chinese meta- 
physics, But it. is no matter—that is quite.» trifle—and 
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things are none the worso for that. A. Political is a Politi. 
cal oll the same—and he is omnipotent. He flies about 
from place to place. The kardars look on ond adniro, 
Still the twenty-two Jacs is not, paid up—the country is 
not contented—and the system is not understood, And it 
nover will be otherwise with a double Government, 

21, There is nothing on which so much depends as 
the feeling of self-reyponsibility. Tf the uatives aie left to 
themselves, they fee) that everything rests with themselves, 
aud Ley are not altogether depraved, Take sway this 
feeling—support them with a military force—interfere 
vexatiously in thei civil'system—and they become but the 
corrupt intruments of a corrupt system, They lose all 
power of doing good, and but apply their remaining 
strength to do unmitigated evil for their own selfish and 
sordid ends. I utterly deny the possibility of a respectable 
native Government supported by our troops and over: 

* yidden by dur Politicals. If you take away the “sanctions” 
(to use o juridical phrase) to good conduct, you must also 
take oway the power and reduce them to a subordinate 
position. Nor will it mend the matter to reduce the Poli. 
tical Staff. The natives cannot consider thamselves the 
rulers of the country. They will look on their position 
but as a fortunate opportunity of acquiring plunder, and 
their exactions will but be more unchecked. 

22. Another obvious suggestion would be to get a 
superior class of Political Ofticer, men who could really 
perform the duties assigned to them. But this, C fear, is 
impossible. In -the first place, you can’t define the duties, 
.tnd they ave so multifarious and peculiar that you could find 
few men really fit to perform them. Next, where you 
hove. no standard of qualification, you cannot prevent ” 
abuses, 

‘No compromise will succeed. You must moke up your 
mind. If you keop the Punjaub, it must bo in our own 
name, and you must atrive to do justice tu the country, 
unbamperod by treaties or by au exploded folly—in truth 
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both acrime and o blunder. To retain a native Govern. 
cut, is but to incur all the responsibility, anxiety, and diffi- 
culty of govsrning, without obtaining any of tho advantages 
either to ourselves or to the country, 
| 2% The expense is a powful argument against a 
native form of Government. We must be prepared to 
maintain a Native Court—Native Chiefs—Native Pageants 
—half the revenue of thecountry must be wasted in Jagheers. 
Tn short, we must give up all hopes of deriving any 
considerable surplus rerenue. On the other hand, if we 
take it into our own hands, the civil expenses.may-be kept 
within twenty per cont. of the gross income, aud the re- 
maindsx will be credite? to the militury denartinent, We 
should, moreover, leave tho matevials of disaffection and 
rebellicn, which in our own hands would be utterly extine 
guished. A native with money and followers, has always 
a certain power, and, though they could do nothing in the 
face of our reguluc army, they must be watched, and would 
distract us in time of need. The sort of quasi-national 
feeling which exists in a native stule, the esprit de corps, 
and remembrance of more powerful times, would necessari- 
Jy be retained, 

The people of the country would not feel themselves 
thoroughly our subjects. They would be exposed to the 
evils of either system ; they would be serving two masters, 
Unquiet and uncertainly must prevail, and all progress be 
much retarded. 

24, Bat I know not why I should advance many 
arguments against the double system, for I have heard 
literally none in its favour, unless that to which I have 
already alluded, that it would enable you by a miserable 
subterfuge to plaster over the treaty, a course which I 
sincerely believe you will not stoop to. Otherwise I know 
no possible object which could be proposed by such a 
courae. ‘The general indisposition to the appyupriation of 
territory which had long prevailed is wearing away. 
People begin to discover that, ia a couutsy where from 
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timo immemorial might is right, we having the greatest’ ' 
might have also the oest right—that when, in the fair 
course of war, we become posseased of territory lately held. 
by the conqueror of a day, it is no accursed thing, but 
yather that which it bas Leoome our duty as well as our 
right to hold. We have censed to acknowledgo the diving . 
sight of Kings in Burope—and I never could discover why : 
every Oriental Potentate, who yesterday deprived 50me : 
one else—or robelled oyainst his liege master—or found 
the ground empty and quieily toak possassiou—why every 
such individual should be cousidered to have an indefeasi. 
\ ight, of which he cannot be 
deprived but hy the farze of presented Lrev.ties, To ast 
thus is bu’ putting ourselves from the very best ground to | 
the very worst, No sensible man would doubt our right 
to conquer India. No honest or honourable man woald 
found his right to the country on the (reutivs drawn up 
for the edification of Kurope, Runjeet Singh duprived his 
neighbours and founded a stato. ‘That state bas gone to 
war with us. Whoa we obtain the territory, seck not to 





Ile, perpetual, unlimited 









fonnd your right on treaties. : 

Tn regand to the particular treaty made by Lord 
Hardinge, it must be admitted that it was an absurd ous, 
Duleep Singh, being a minor, could do no wrong—so that 
it was ao one-sided obligation. All the Members of the 
Durbar and Chiefs who have any nationality hare made 
one more séruggle in the field, Duleep Singh is a prisoner 
—and no ono will Le so preposterous as to look on Deena- 
nanth and ‘ej Singh as ‘the “State.” The treaty has 
therefore rspo fucto ceused to exist, 

Cun you then hesitnte? I hope that you will not 
In whatevor way and on whatevtr principles the territory 
may be administered, Jet it he avowedly and honestly oa 
our own account, I would employ respectable natives, : 
and I think that you may much improvo by Lorrowing 
anany thing from the natives, aud dropping many things 
which we bave hitherto considered csscutial, Into this + 
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Lsball go when I come to treat of the modo of. adwinis- 
tration. In the meantime I but advocate the straight- 
forward course.of declaring the country our own, to be 
administered as shall. orem best for our own-benefit, 


he 


Econoitist, 





“al : No, V. 
ox IME DRTRRMINATION OF TRE WESTERN BOUNDARY, ain 
t AND MILITARY, 


My Lorp—25. When I proposed to myself this sub- 
ject, I had hoped to be able to obtain some assistance in 
working out ike Pucticulers—for T havo not that intimeale 
personal acquaintance with all the different tribes on the 
frontier which I could’ wish ; nor indeed am L properly up 
in the minute details of the physical geography. I have 
hot found the means of adding to my knowledge, but still 
L imagine I Inow enough of the main feature to guide me 
in suggesting the geueral principles on which I thiuk that 
you should proceed, aud I shall therefore adhere to the 
plan which I originally sketched out. Farther details you 
will doubtless have i¢in your power to command, when - 
you como to the practical settlement of the question. 

The plain of the Indus is: bounded throughout by 
yoountainows country, and’ at this point there is also, as I 
have already’ noticed,’ a ‘well ' ‘marked’ éthuical line | A’ 
complete change | of race takes piace, ‘The people whom 
we now mect differ ‘in all’ their characteristi¢s from the 
people of India. In India itself, although’ there are several 
Mehommedan classes professing the religion bearing the 
‘riame, aud in some degree assumiog the character of foreign 
riicea—yet they have in fact, socially and morally as well 
as in their blood, beoome atsalgawated in the country of 
their birth. Iu spite of outward differences, the Hindos- 
tanecs are in easontinls one people. It is very different 
when wo overstep the boundary. The tribes surrounding 
“Poshawar are other ia their habits, in their political in- 
stitutions, and'in thelt wholo dévelopment.’ ‘They’ know 
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not the principle of passive obedience ; they havo not tho 
same industrial organization, They are a vagabond race, 
who bave a mortal aversion to pay rents, and @ competent 
skill in the use of matcblocks and swords. A Yoosufzaee, 
with his peculiar appearance and language, trailing matcb- 
look, dirt, impudence, and utter faithlessness, is about as 
unpromising and undesirable a sxiiject 2s we coul wish tu 
fiud, Moroovor, the country in which thoso tribes aro 
found is far ‘from productive. It nover could yield n 
revenue which wou! pay hulf the expense of collection, 
You will, therefore, hardly think of extending your tax. 
collecting machinory into such unprofitable soil. 

26. {donot thnk that ic would be expedient er 
politic to exclude from our rule any portion of the country 
which properly forms part of Iudia, and which at any rato 
includes ull on this side the Indus. I know that rivers do 
not bound races—but it so happens that oa the othur side 
of tho Indus come the hills, and the change of races takes 
place; so I way spesk generally of tho line of the Zudus— 
leaving ay I have suid, forther datails to be scttlod bere- 
afser, and as a good Political and Police boundary lino is 
here found, { think that the limit of our Oivil adminis- 
tration way with advantage bo fixed on or near this line. 

97. Ibis not the least inconvenience of the peculiar 
and protracted style of warfare in which we have for so 
many wonths indulged, that our relations with the tribes 
which had been subjugated by Ranjeet Singh have becom 
very complicated. After having stirred them up to rebc! 
against the Sikhs unassisted by our troops, how we are 
to persuade them to receive as the price of their exertions 
a yot heavior yoke I don't know. Abbott's Iuzarehs and 
Edwardes’ Pathan can hardly consider themselves to bo 
fighting merely on our account ‘Thuy look on it as an 
opportunity of regaining their inheritance. It is fortunate, 
therefore, that their position roay enalla us to get rid of 
most of thew. Those boyond the Indus we wust make 
over to some one else—and in regard to the few on this 
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side I suspect tha cheapest course will be to excuse them 
altogether from the payment of rent. That is the best 
chanco of securing their affections+-or if it don’t ‘do -that; 
thoy will at least elways: be ad hard at work fighting” 
among: themaelves for .tl 
time to:give ius aaytrow i 
* 28, "Phe: firat: hilly: scountry: 
Thelnm and Attock.".. Nhis is undoubtedly an.integral. part 

- of Ladin and niust beheld: “It inay not be a-peying’ coun: 
try, but you cannot grudge a moderate expenditure for the 
ponsession of the very gates of Hindoostan. -It -is 8 sort 
of outwork against all enemies—and there aro no serious 
difficuitios ia the way cf its zotontisn, Its -exicnt in not 
very great, and -our. Frontier forces might be cantoned 
within its mits... They would have the Indus in their 
front—and for defeice the nature of the country is au ad- 
vantage, In.one portion of this. territory: are the Hazarehs, 
whom Goolab: Singh: could: not manage, and who have 
consented to rebel under Abboti. against ‘the payment. of 
_ their Revenue to the Sikhs—tor.thet is ‘the Teal Mature, of 
» the. defence: which : ‘Abbott has tarvied £0 well, aud’ 
". mugcessfully, A. refusal | ‘ 
which - they: will 4 y 


















acy, : ‘to. the Todue. 
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99, But what are we todo with Peshawur and the 
other similarly situated territories? They are eminently 
subject to’ the disadvantages which I have pointed out, 
‘They have no defence, but are exposed to invulnerable 
assailauts—the dwellers in the hilly. Every one who hag 
held them has been constantly in hot water. The Revenue 
must each crop be collected by Regiments of Infantry, aud 
order (or rather disorder) must be kept by shifws utterly 
beneath our diguity, It is, therefore, highly inexpediont 
to attempt to hoid in our namie the ‘scrritury im the out 
skirts of the hills, 

But although it is not easy to hold this territory, it is 
vory easy to invade and at any time take possession of the 
sub-montanc portion of it, It cannot maintain 9 regalar 
army of any strength, While, therefore, our cantoumenty 
are on tho Indus it is completely nt our mercy. 

I would tale advantage of this state of things to turn 
itto account in another way. I wouid bribe Dost Mahomed 
into friendship by giving him as a “fee” from us, and on 
condition of an alliance offensive, and defensive the whole 
or most of the country between the Jndus and his’ own pos- 
sessions, I think this better than giving it to some separ.’ 
ate Chief, because in the ono casa the advantage would be 
but negative—the getting rid of a losing concern ; in tho 
other we should have the very positive, and considerable 
advantage of gaining « direct and powerful held on the 
Cabu) Chief. Holding his best territory at our pleasure, 
we should but look to his fecling of self-interest, and we 
might reasonably demand important concessions in virtue 
of our gift, Sultan Mubomed has committed himself, but 
the “ Dost” has not. He, of course, has taken Peshawur 
and Attock from our enemies—and I dare say he will be 
reasonable enough. He will rather take Pushawur, éc., 88 
8 gift than fight for theto, knowing that lo fight would be 
hopeless, I would, theroforo, when you have beaten the 
Sikbs, propose to Dost Muliomed to accopt the territories 
-alluded to on the following conditions :— 
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1, They are held as a Gef of the British Crown, and 
homage done accordingly. 

2, An alliance offensive and defensive—our enemies 
to be his encuties, and our friends bis friends, 

3, sin Ambassador to be received at Cabul os be- 
tween two friendly powers. 

4, The Sazerain to have the privilege of marching 
through the territory to blockade the Khyber Pass, when 
such a step shall sccm necessary. 

5. The tost distinctly to understand that be will be 
wel] served out if ho is faithless, 

Imagine there could be little doubt of the acceptance 
of Unese terms : and Ff say that, if the arrangements wers 
carried out, our frontier would be much better aud more 
cheaply secured than is otherwise possible. 

The accession of territory would not be sufficient to 
render the Alfzhans a dangerous power. In fact, it would 
give them more work at home. The revenues would not 
Le very large, and must alwayy be fought for. The Dost 
would still be unable to support an ellicient regular Army 
—and bis irregulars never would dare to attempt to crosa 
the Indus in the frea of our troops. On the other hand, 
it would no longer be in his power to intrigues with foreign 
States, Our Ambassador in his Oapital, and our troops 
close at hand, he would be too closely watched. No danger 
could approach as without ample warning, and abundant 
opportunity fur making the moderate preparations which 
would be required. I therefore strongly urge that we take 
as innch as js good for ua, fix our proper bouudary on the 
Indus—secure an ally with the remainder, and so we shall, 
at tho same time, bound and protect with outworks ou 
Indian empire. I commend my plan to your considera- 
tion. As I have gone go far, I will proceed one step far- 
ther, aud suggest an Ambassador to Cabul. I would 
namo Major Mackeson. Lujustico was done to that officer 
in his lost appointment. 1t wes one to which neither his 
previous experience nor the bent of his gonius disposed 
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him. But he is now employed in 9 way in which he ig 
well fitted to shine, and if Government avail themselves of 
his services in the right way, be may yet add to a distin- 
guished name. Je is a man of wonderful temper and 
sound judgment; a remarkable linguist, and perfectly at 
homo among the natives ; tho very picture of a real Politi. 
cal Officer. He may not indulge in sudden and original 
fights; but whatever he does he is sure not to go far 
wrong ; and this, of all otbers, is the man for a diplomatist. 
Jam not comparing him with Sir II, Lawrence. ‘They are 
two totally diffareut characters, and cnch shines in a way 
the opposite of the other. If 1 may so express it, they sre 
“ gacommensurate” quantities, But F k there car be 
no doubt of Muckeson’s peculiar fitness for an embasay to 
an independant power, and [ hiave no doubt thet he weuld 
succeed at Cabul. 

30. One word on Military dutails. As in civil 
matters, I vould draw the boundary line at the Indus, and 
advance a Political antpost Ly opening relations with 
Cabul—so in the Miiitary dispositions, I would post the 
main line of defence on the Tndus, and would set down as 
a suggestion (leaving its propriety to be determined by 
those beter qualified to jucge such matters), the pro. 
priety or possibility of throwing out a small advanced post 
—an outlying picket in the shape of u moderate oud eusily 
garrisoned Hill Fort, at the mouth of the Kbyler—a sort 
of Porter’s lodge, where would be kept the key of the gate, 
and admittance given or refused as we should desire, This 
would, of course, depend very much on the expense; but 
if we go about it in tha right way, and avoid too lurge a 
scale, I imugine that, at an expensa very moderate for the 
object to be effected, a Fort might be established in which 
asmall garrison could bid deliance to the surrounding 
tribes, aud could hold out against an invading power till 
relieved. Wo havo seen to our cost at Mooltan the 
strength which fortifications give to an otherwise 
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contemptible Force. The Khyberees, few in numbers, and 
insignificant in themselve,’bave always been invincible 
trom the accident of holding the passes, and, from Alexau- 
der to General Pollock, no ote has passed, but by payiug 
them, If we have not secured a footing, it might on an 
emergency come to a question of bidding against another 
power for tho possession of the pass, and we might be out- 
bid ; whereas, if we lave a parawount post, it can be at 
auy time reiulurced, und ior defence we ave independent of 
the Khyberees. The nature of the country is so favour- 
able, that some hill could easily be crowned, provisioned, 
and garrisoned with the wing of regiment, which would 
he porfectly secure against a sndden assault. Witness the 
defence of Ali Musjid with a mere handful of men during 
the Cabul outbreak, 

I would select the site on the nearest defensible point 
Tt could thus be at any time approached from this side 
aud yol would give complete command of thu pass. : 

The arrougewent would be one which my proposed rela- 
tion with Dost Mahomed (holding the country up to the 
Khybor as a fief) would quite justify ; nor would it com- 
plicate our position, for the garrison would be perfectly 
isolated, and interfere in nothing so long os we are at peacd 
with the Affyhans, It would be quite secure ogainst 
irregular assaults of uuruly tribes, aud if we should ever. 
go to war, it is much better that wea should tind ourselves 
in so advantageous a position, We should but closo the 
pass—send 9, divison to occupy Peshawar, and reinforce 
the garrison of the Fort, and there would be complete 
defence, The Fort would always bee nucleus on which to 
Lase, if nocessury, more extended operations. 

It would be quite uimooessary to keep up 8 line of 
“comtunications” with tho Wort. So long os we are at 
pence, the customary reliefs would take place in terms'of 
the treaty —if we go to war, it would hold ont guite long 
enough for our purposes, Towever this projrot is aa it 
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may ba, It will not affect the disposition of the largor 
bodies of troops, and the principal cantonments will doubt. 
Jess be on the left bank of the tndus, The advautage of 
the river iu our front, is, that we ore thus suved from all 
little war, The sub-montene country is left to tho pos. 
sessors of the hills, and it is not necessary for our troops tn 
turn out against every robber cliief or band of plunderors, 
‘Wo are separated frow these people by a clear line, and tillan 
invading fooattempy, or prupose ta nttempt, the pussage ofthe 
Indus, we need not fire asbot. Nor is uny such foo likely 
to reveh that river. I£ invasion is attempted, the troops 
march out of cantouments, and Llockude cue passes a few 
marchys distant, Altogether, I think that the Indus is a 
most desirablo boundary, political and mititary, and believe 
that, if our relations beyond the river are skilfully Taanag- 
el, India may be at peace’ on ber Western Frontier for 


many a long day. 
Ecoxomise. 


No VI 


BMy Lonv—l am perhaps premature in my present 
subject but I am not without hope that a battle may bo 
immediately followed by a proclamation of annexation, and 
therafore it is well to be beiorehand with those parts of 
my subject which must be decided at once. It might be 
wore regular to purticularise the work to he done before 
detailing the machinery which is to do it; but as in practice 
tha machinery will come first-—os you will first mako the 
necessary appointments and issuc your fuller instructions 
ns you find opportunity to do so—I shnll commence with 
achapter onthe machinery, with a few hints respecting 
things to be avoidet—nnd ahall hope that, o tittle time 
henco, matters may Lo in such train as to enable we to 
proceed more fully into the principles which J would argo 
—and tha Political—the Polico—the Revennu—tho Judi- 
cial system, , 
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2, In arranging your administrative wachinery, the 
great object (and that which has hitherto been most 
neglected) is to establish some regular eystem—a consisient 
—intelligitle—working—centralising system. Ithas been 
too much the custom, to make a number of appointweuts 
at hap-hagard, without any reference to the relative pro- 
portion, fitness, and correspondence of the different parts, 
‘The oonsequorce has been that too much haa depended on. 
the character of individuals. One district is in one man’s 
hands, and is managed according to his ideas; another, in 
auvther .man's hands, is managed o rely opposita 
principles. One commissioner interferes with his subordi- 
naies too little ; another ivo much; end in too many in- 
stances there has been a total want of any active head of 
the whole—any general superintendenca or centralisation 
whatever. 

When the N. W. provinces were first taken possession 
of, a regular commission was appointed—a system was 
observed ; and jt may be remarked that, to the present day, 
these provinces are mach ahend of any other fart ef India. 

” There generally has been some attention paid to them, and 
‘the consequence is that the Agra Presidency is far in 
‘advance of Bengal, though a much luter acquisition, But 
“subsequent lapses of less importance have been differently 
treated. ‘hey have never been properly attended to— 
hove romaincd neglected appendages of the supremo 

Government—and each has been fashioned at, the caprice 
of an individual. OF all things avoid this. Try to cen- 
tralise. Be careful that you do not put on one man duties 
which one mau caunot perform ; that, because a man is 
excellent in one line, you do not impose on him other 
duties of a different, if not incompatible, description. 
Provide an efficient hoad for an efficiont system—not’ a 
nouvinal superintendence, Next, let the courso of ad. 
tainistration flow from the superintending head to the 
- aotual executive inatraments as direcily as possible, Every 
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intermediate link--everything thot renders more distant 
the extremities of tho machinc—tends to werken its opera- 
tion aud disconnect its parts. Reline not toy muck — 
abolish superfluous grades—bave but one power to direct, 
quother to execute. With but a nominal superiutendency 
and a cliain of subordinate grudes, no uuviformity can exist, 
3. As the directing powor in the Punjaub, I advocate 
aconmissiva, Ido not think the work cau properly bo 
done dy one man. There is ivy wach of it, and it variey 
ton much in its details, toadmit the belief that you cau 
find any one man capable of getting through it all as it 
should be done. Onc man is possessed of energy—another 
of a judicial talent—a third of revenne details; but you 
seldom find them all united. Besides, as I propose to dis. 
pense with intermediate grades, nud to centralise the 
superintendence in ono point, it will be evident that the 
mass of business will be quite sufficient to occupy two or 
three individuals. The udvantuge of a board will be, that 
it gives unity, and yet leaves the power of apportioning 
the departmonts. You can thus have tho best men of 
each department uniting their labours in a common centre, 
Tf the departments were separate they would clush. You — 
must have one power; but it may Le cowposed of two or 
three members, Jt were useless to multiply instances ; 
aud if experience on tho N, \W. froutier had net already 
proved the impossibility of one man doing justice to all 
departmenty, a very cursory examination may soon con- 
vince you of the fact. For how great is tho diticulty and 
simportance of the several subjects, each of which is 
sufficient to occupy, and will occupy for a long time to 
come, the-best men you can find, Are not the political 
relations of the frontier territory most delicate and com- 
Plex, and must not ovo innn give much attention to thin - 

subject? Of our Indian police, wo only know tho lament- 
able fuct that it is no Police; that the nmount of crime is 
in exact proportion to the length of our poasession, Wo 
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havo tho Thuggee system to show that a police is possible. 
Lts general adaptation remains, and to commence a better . 
system in so large and itnportant 2 country as the Punjauh, 
would be worthy the exclusive effurts of any man. Of the 
judicial system, it must be admitted that great and grow- 
ing evil results frow our Anglo-Saxon ideas ; that we must 
not be hampered ly rules of evidence ; that the grand aim 
must be to discover the guilty—not as in Eugland, only to 
piviect the innocent. What so fair wn opportunity of 
reiorm as in conmencing airesh in a new country? And 
is not this a Jabour worthy of one man? Our Indian 
revenue system has attained considerable perfection—but 
it is not learnt ino day. Its adaptation to, and introduc- 
tion into, a new territory will sufticiently occupy, for some 
years, the best revenue oflicor you can get. ‘The military 
details of the Punjaub will be novel and important, and 
some one must be charged with this duty. In short, to 
edininister the country at all, you must have more than 
one individual; and to do justice to it, you must sclecé 
severai of the best officers to be found in India in the 
serernl departments. 

4. There can be no greater | error than to suppose 
tbat any one can adwinister new territory while the good 
wen are drudging in our older provinces, In fact, uew 
territory, more than any other, requires the very best men ; 
and it would bc better that on exchange should be made, 
and new men sent to old appointments, Lhan that new men 
should fill new appointments, The first few years of ovr 
possession is the critical period which determines the 
churacter of a district ; and a little moucy spent in obtain- 
ing efficient heads to the administration, aud introducing 
an efficient system, will be well spent. Countries, too like 
children, are always aptest and most teachable in their 

‘infancy ; and if, in the first yearn of the British Punjaub, 
you can Jay the foundation ‘of an improved aduinistration, 
which, if it succeeds, way be extended to less fortunate 
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will only say, that it seems extremely improbablo that he 
should have made such @ blunder as to conduct himself in 
the way described by one writer, and I think the disclaimer 
of his assistants sufficient on that point. Of bis temper, 
I may safely assert that the fact of his being a man of 
decidedly violent temper, is notorious and certain; and 
when the controversy raged, the great mistake of his 
admirers was in absurdly denying what is clear as noon- 
day, aud so throwing discredit on thoir otherwise strong 
case, Still, 1 don't think this by any weans o fatal defect, 
ac long as Sir Henry keans a decent curb on himself, and 
80 regulates the time and place of his ebullition, as not to 
causo irreparablo evil, That such instanesas hava, or da 
occur, must be shown by specific proof. I am not awaro 
that they bave. Indeed, I considor his temper an essential 
part of the man; without that, it would be the part of 
Hamlet omitted. A very mild man is seldom very energo- 
tic. Wilfulness is the very soul of energy, and, in iny 
opivion, energy covers 4 multitude of sius. Lawrence was 
a famous man before he was a great onc, and on his previ- 
ous fame his popular reputation chiefly rests. His subse- 
quent career, aud what he did for Lord Hardinge, and was 
made a K. 0. B. for, rests between him‘and Government. I 
don’t think he was a man for half measures, if higher 
powers were willing to consent to whole ones. At any rate 
he managed the Punjaub for two years, and wust have lerse 
expericuce. In civil details, his experience is of a very 
limited description ; but he will have enough of other 
matters on his hands, and, in virtue of his qualitications 
as well as of his present position, he would of course be 
one of the commissioners. 

For another Cowmissioner, I would suggest your mak- 
ing it worth the while of Mr. Honry Lushinglon. He is 
just tho kind of man you want ; great natural talent, com- 
bined with great experience, aud yet not bound down by the 
trammels of previous habit. Heis a citizen of the world, 
anda man capable of originating— much too good for the 
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provinces (having to unlearn as well as to learn), why thon 
you, wy Lerd, will have deserved well of your country, 
and your reiga will bean cra in India. . 

T have already argued that the country ig not neces- 
sarily unraly and turbulent, and I beseech of you not to 
abandon it to the capricious rule of any moan, however dis- 
tinguished in his way. Pay attention to the subject your- 
self. Do justice to it, and i$ will well repay you. You 
will not suppose, from what I have said, that I argue in 
favour of selecting men merely because they have had ex- 
pertence in our older provinces. We want something more 
than this, Experienco gives habits and talents of busi- 
ness; but the previous system is by uo nian purfect, nnd 
you must therefore discover men who have also enlarged 
views of general polity, who deduce from their experience 
of what 4s rational views of what ought to be. You want 
not men of forms, but men of action--not lawyers, but 
jurists—not collectors, but men who understand fiscal 
affairs, 

5. And now for the personel of the “ Board of Com- 
missioners for the affairs of the Punjaub.” First, will 
naturally present himself, Sir Henry Lawrenca ; a very 
good man in his line, though, like every body else, he can't 
be universal, 

It is a delicate subject to discuss hie character. Con- 
troversies elways ran to extremes, and his admirers have 
made him absolute perfection, while his detractors show 
hit to be all that is Lad. ' 

‘The truth is, that it is as absurd to deny him great 
energy, knowledge of the Sikhs, and of the countries on the 
N. W. frontiers of India, and a Jarge share of natural talents 
as it is to assert, that he ia u man of partioularly mild 
tempor, or to suppose that he (or indeed any other man 
uvder the circumstances) could, single handed, and, in ad- 
dition to his other duties, found and carry out an entire 
administrative and judicial system in a great country. 
His dresa I need not hare enter upon, Of hia manner Is 
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Sudder—that asylum of old women. It would be hopeless 
to suppose that he can ever raise the Sudder, Everything 
must be re-cast hefore that can bo done. etter, then, do 
not harnesa him to the heavy woggon, which has already 
irretrievably stuck in the mud, but make him one of your 
new leaders, and start the Punjaub machine on an fresh 
score, 

For o third Commissioner (if, as is probable, it ig 
fouud necessary) pick out the best Revenuc Otficer in the 
N. W. Provinces—not a wero technical man, but a man 
who really understands his work, and if he has any cxperi- 
ence of new territories, it will be an immense advantage, 
Tam not a¢ this moment prepered te say 4: is the dest 
man, but you may doubtloss find out, Ifit were not for 
being all Lawrences again, perhaps, considering Mr. John 
Lawrence's late experience, ho would be us good a man as 
any. 

I would make the General Officer commanding the 
troops in the Punjaub on ex oficio member of tho Board, 

in selecting n Secretary to the Commissioners you 
would have an opportunity of infusing the beat of the 
younger viood at your command. 

6. I forgot to aay what would be some compensation 
for the expense of so formidable a Board, that the present 
Cis and Trans Suilej Territories would naturally he incor- 
porated with the Punjaub. Theso torritories have not 
hitherto Leen governed. ‘They have been an appanage to 
the Resident at Lahore when the Resident bas other fish 
to fry, and there has been no uniformity in their mannge- 
ment, nor sudicient attention paid to them, They would, 
equally with the Punjaub, benetit hy the new system, and 
the country mauaged by the Board would then be equal to 
a Goverament, and in its present critical circumstances 
more important, requiring greater care und greater atten- 
tion to details than wost Governments. ‘That such @ 
country should be governed without a sufliciont Provision, 
such as I have suggested, is not to be supposed. It would 
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be cqually unjust to the Punjanb to refuse it a fair start, 
and to the Sutlej territories te let them continue in their 
hitherto neglected state, : 

7, A sufficient Board being provided and set iu work- _ 
ing order, I would, in pursuance of what I’ have already 
said, dispense for the most part-with intermediate grades, 
and go direct from the Board to the actual éxecutive Offi- 
cers in charge of districts, There is, however, one duty 
of the very first importance to which I have adverted 
above, and which, from its nature, must be performed by 
one Officer. sitker one, of th= members of the Board or 
a separate appoiniment—I mean the Superintendence of 
Police. It is only by uuiting the strings in one hand that 
any system of Police can be attained. You cannot have a 
Police ineach district. It must be ove throughout the whole 
country to give any chance of success, Nor can it ever be 
properly attevded to by a man who hes other duties, and - 
regards it as but a secondary consideration, It is the most 
dificult departmont of all, and which most needs amendment, 
and the Police of the Punjaub will be as difficult and impor- 
tant as that of any conntry in [ndis. You must then have 
a Superintendent of Police who will, through the Magistrates, 
work the Police all over the country, as the Superintendent 
of Thuggee does his system all over India. 

& In apportioning executive districts, I think you 
should make them as large as you conveniently can, with 
the view of securing one good man with a sufficiency of 
assistants to the charge of ench. Both a better manage- 
ment is thus obtained and mach labour is saved. In 
practice it is almost as easy to superintend alarge district 
as asmallono, Tho same establishment, the same forms, 
and the same general rules, apply to both. ‘he Board 
will also have a much easier task than if tho country were 
split up into very many small and indifferently offcered 
districts—and there wilt be oa considerable saving in ex. 
pense. The inconvenience to the people will be but very 
slightly increased —for all who know tho perseverance and 
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long-suffering of suitors must be well awace that to walk. 
a few wiles additional is a comparatively very amall hard. 
ship. For instance, o district with a 40 wiles rodius,. 
wonld contain nearly double the area of a 30 mile radias— 
yet but a portion of the population would bave to walle 10 
roiles farther—and it could be better worked at a smaller 
per centage of expense. I would therefore have the diss 
tricts at least as large as those in the provinces, 

9, The executive power, especially ina new country, 
cnuaot be divided, 't would not do to separate Magia. 
trates and Collectors, a3 in Rengal ; for though the depart. 
meats may be separalely superintended, in the Executive 
to work properly thoy must be worked together—both 

"that they may play to one another and that clashing may 
be avoided. The duties may be advantageously distri. 
buted, but one man must be master of al!, and responsible 
for all, 

10. The selection of Executive Officers is a task 
which requires much care. Having settled to have large 
districts, I assume that you can allord to pny them well, 
and get the best men. Unfortunately, people are too upt 
torun to extremes, You must avoid first the violont 
“anti-regulation ” man—who will be guided by no rules of 
business or system—or orders whatsoever—but does or 
omits to do everything simply berause it is forbidden or 
enjoined by rule. Such characlers are not uncommon in 
non-regulation provinces, and once on a time the N. W. 
Frontier Agency secuny to have exhibited some fine speci- 
mens of independent dispensers of justice. On the other 
Land, you toust equally avoid violent “ regulation” men 
—who without the leant regard to the circumstances of the 
country er tho fituess of things, forthwith turn cvery 
thing upside down, and will lave all things immediately 
cut according to the pattern provided by the Sudder, for « 
very diderent state of things. They at once destroy all 
that has previously existed, aud they generally signally 
foil in substituting anything manageable in its room. Too 
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meny men.are of ona or othér: of these two’ clades ; but 
* you must find .thoss who.‘have on the. one. hand learnt 
habits of business, ' discipline, ‘and: subordination—aud on 
the other have.a ‘tolerable. share: of oorhmon.. sense—can, 

r lo. not blindlyrun: through 
or.ngeinat.sverything, er with an.eye to the gromid « 
‘vefore vthém.:,..I:;dare. say..that -a ‘sufficiency of euch men 
can: be:found,if:you.look for. them.: In appoiating- their. 
atyistants_ end’ gubordinates, ‘I would only ack you to re- 
member that those who can’t perform certain duties in 
other «‘parta’ of the country, can’t do ao in a new territory. 
Ts fact, you should cand selacted men, not the worst or tha 
most untried. Many people aro: sent to exercise power 
which would nowhere else have been committed to thom 
for years. In my opinion, no one should be entrusted 
with powers in a new territory till he bas proved his 
capability by exercising them satisfactorily somewhere: 

else. : 
11. The came remarks apply to Uncovensnted ap- 
-  poiuttaents, There can be no greater mistake than mak- 

- ing those a provision for young gentlemen who can’t get 
anything better—without any standard of training, ex- 
perience, of fitness, These ap iments’ should be filled 
in the first instance by drafts fro’ u t 
new hands: woold fill their places-and be: daly’ ‘gested, ‘ Ie". 
is difficult enough to make a new’ disttict-wnder"any cir-- 
cumstances—but when the instruments must be uiade firsi 
and the work done afterwards, it'is a Herculean, task, ‘and 
the whole is thrown back: for years. O€ the subordinata 
native establishment I shall speak'when the “ annexation ” 
is out, and I come to details... 

12; In the-meantime I have only one more: piece of 
advice to offer. Let your first” instruction to the new.’ 
sQ functionaries be—destroy not’ what yoo find in existence 

-eabill you" are prepared to substitute something better i in ita 
vipliice.'- Do not.sweep away every veatige of the ‘native ) ays" 
tew, while you.are unprepared withthe mea 
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starting a system of your own, Do not drive Away every 
respoctuble kardar, and subslituto the first disreputalle 
rascal .who. presouts himself, moraly because the latter. 
is.willing to. dub himself Tehsildar or Thavadar. In the 
first place,-take things os you find them. Make the inosy 

‘of the native systom of accounts, d&e., be. Before you 
advance-avother atep, first thoroughly understand facts ‘ax! 
they are before you,, Then digest your plans, and introduce, 
your changes and reforms rationally, and with your eyog, 
opeo. A change of name does not produce a new ayatem. 
—and creating a chaos is not necessarily the first step: 
towards creating order. Yet this :. too uflen the cuuree 
pursued, a8 if no previous Government had existed ; and. 
the consequence is, that it is ovly by loag and painful. 
groping in the dark that a faint light is ogein obtained, 
Jet it, then, ba your maxim uot precipitately to undo til) 
you nre prepared to do. What you should do—what undo 
and what leavo undono, I may be prepared to advise you 
at a more convenient seuson. 


Ecoxouis7. 


GENERAL.—No. VII. 


My Lorp—I had hoped that the Punjaub question’: 
must are this have been decided, and I had anticipated 
from all the signs of the times that. it could be decided 
but in one way. I had locked to discussing the questions 
which will arise after annexation : but for the present: I 
aro disappointed. It seem chat I have overrun my game, 
audE must relactantly retraco my steps. 1 am’ possessed 

‘with grave fear that your pavh has not yet been suff. 
ciently amoothed—that annexation is oven yet a atambling 
block to you. Why this hesitation? Why this delay? 
Why this mystery as to the result? Can it be, after bear-_ 
ing tho heat and Yarden of the duy—after running all rivks 
and achieving a completo though tardy and hard fought 
Success—you now besitato? You were bold enough at one” 
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time—when you first appronched the scene of action, it 
was believed that you were all for the one plain and reso- 
lute course. Has your courage deserted you-at the eleventh 
hour? Have you reached the barrier, and do you fear to 
leap! Is.the prize’ within roach of your arm, and do you 
frar to seize it? Surely, surely, my Lord, the ‘native 
hue of resolution” las not been “‘sicklied o’or with the 
palo cast of thought.” Thev, indeed, bas an “ enterprise 
of great.pith and moment” its “current turned away and 
Jost the name of action.”. ‘There is a tide,” you imow— 
‘and now is the turn of your tide—a fine spring-tide too— 
so I beseech you to make the greatest possible expedition 
and get inte harbour, If you lose it, you will be again 
carried out to sea, and many sore buffettings you will have 
before you regain the haven, 
They say that you are waiting for orders from home. 
If this is the case, you disappoint expectation, Do you 
-geriouly for a moment suppose that if you, the Governor- 
General of India, fear to assume the responsibility of 
annexation, the Howe Authorities will consent to do sot 
They neither will nor ought, ‘Your position and office 
make it chiefly your province to determine—situated ag 
you are on the scene of action, The idea of referring it to 
those whose information is several months bebind-the 
event, and whose knowledge of tiie subject ia‘ most obscure 
and imperfect, is absurd. Seek not, then, to shift or divide . 
the reaponribility. Ky you should it he borne, and you 
must bear it. You may anticipate the contents of your 
despatches, They wi!l but consist of an endless array of 
ifs and bute, If the Punjaub is to be annexed, you must 
annex it, If ibis to he released, you must relensoit. The 
credit of success will rest wich you. With you must rest 
the blame of another failure, To you all India looks for 
a display of tho requisite moral courage. ‘The best ordera 
you cun receive are those which contain nothing. ‘Lord 
Wellesley went to the other extreme. He used to detain 
the ships, that the Court might hear nothing of his pro- 
ceedings till too Jate to alter them, You moy not be quite 
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prepared to imitate him. Yet he lived to receive thanks and, 
a more substantia! reward from this said Court; and you i 
may do well to temper an excess of prudence with a little | 
intermixture of his energy. 

But, my Lord, you have brought with you a» dig. 

* tinguished reputation. Expectation stands on tiptoe ; and 
we ‘will hone from you ‘better things than hesitation, un- 
certainty, and delay. To but avoid that ‘pale cast of 
thought.” That is what mars everything. You may de- 
mend on it that first resolutions are generally the best. 
A man’s natural impulse leads him to what is right—“ pale 
thought” makes hin vacillate between right and wrong, 
put ne had better return to bis first impulse in the end. - 
I well know the fecliog ; and sodo most men. I beliove § 
that your first thoughts were for annexation. Then be not 
oppressed with doubts and feara and strange fancies. Do 
what you believe to be right, aud trust to your friends for 
the reasons, 

Considering the prejudice which exists in England 
against extension of the empire, you may naturally be 
auxious to secure «n unanimity of opinion in this country 
Defore taking so important a step as annexation: and 
opinion seems all Lut unanimous, I anderstaud, howercr, . 
thal Sir Heury Lawrence is opposed to it. Now, I would 
not for a moment be supposed to impugn the purity of that 
gentleman's motives, but I beg of you to rewember that 
sot only was he a principal artificer in the settlement 
which hes just broken down, but under present arrange- 
ments he is King of the Punjaub, As then, human na ~ 
ture is but human nature, you must regard Sir Henry not 
eo much as an wnbiagsed adviser and a potentate pleading 
cbjs owa cause. By all means hear what he has to say; 
Dut receive it with caution as the argument of an advocate, | 
It would be well, too, if you admit an advocate on one side 
to retain one on the other, to sift and combat Sir Henry’s =; 
argoments, and give the other side of tho question a fair 
hance, ‘ . 
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To dnother opinion of Sir Henry's I would not: be. 80 
-tolerant, Itis said that ho has come back, to.declure that 
tho “ Silchs had been exceedingly ill used,” and, that if bo 
had stayed there: vould have: been nothing of thé kind. 
Now this-is,-really, too much. - Anything’ -moré entirely: 
avithout foundation’ it is inipossible. to conceive, and the 
assertion is a most unfoit one—for hie policy was carried 
out to the letter ; and if poor Sir Frederick Currie did 
wrong, if muat have been-in fon implicitly following in tho 
Yootsteps of his predecessor. 1t is perfectly clear that the 
‘origin of the late struggle, was the cxisteuce of a Sikh 
sxiny aiid Governaent. The outbresk was a were ques. 
tion of time. A storm brings a calm, and the prostration 
of the first campaign was followed by a couple of years 
peace ; but the reaction follows. Sir Frederick carried out 
in its minutest details the system which Sir Heury had _ 
Jeft him, and perhaps the carriage and temper of the for- 
mer was less likely to provoke resistance than that of hie 
predecessor. Even the particular affair, out of which 
grow the present, had its origin in Lawrence’s time: : It 
was determined to relieve Moolraj before Sir F. ‘Currie 
joined, and even the deputation of the unfortunate Mr. 
‘Vans Agnew had been arranged; - That-I know, ° : 
Altogether, I think: that if Sir'H; Lawrence-saya that 
the Sikhs were ill used after-his departure, the charge is 
ungrateful aud unfair, What his energy might have dove 
. in nipping the rebellion in the bud is another matter. If 
he had done so it mast have been but to break -out at an: 
other place. The banishment of the Ranee is au absurd 
handle, Not one of the Chiefs caves in tho least for the 
Kanes, or for avy one but for himself: Any ong of them 
would, with all the.coolness in the.world, hong the Ranee 
on a tree, if he could be advantaged thereby. Et may suit 
them to talk of the Rance now, but no one will be so weak! 
as to believe that they oare more for hor then for tlio 
other Ranees and Rajxs whom they have murdered.” If the 
genoral feeling of inseourity, caused by sach’ baniéhinents 
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be alleged, I say that Dail Singi’s was o still more 
temarkabla instance, and in that Oolonel Lawrence bead » 
part. ‘ 

"TF know not what scheme tho present Resident now , 
propounds. Perhaps a contingent. I con only again. hope , 
thot the time for. such ihings has gone by. A contingent 
is no new scheme, it is as old ‘as British India, and E 
leave you to judge.whether the result hus been favourable: 
—whether all exporicusy and all public opinion is nok 
againet it It isa scheme for taking all the risks and res. 
ponsibilitios of occupation without the advantage of our- 
selves govorning—of making the people our own subjects 
—and doing justice to those whom Providence hes commit: - 
ted to our care. It is the economy of having irregular and . 
local troops in preference to regular ones—and the extra 
vegauce of sacrificing the revenues of the country to. the, 
drones of a native Court, instead of drawing ‘them our. 
kelves! Jt is the gross immorality of condemning. s con~ 
quered country to perpetual discord, plunder, and miagov- 
ernment, without advantage to ourselves. It ie the folly 
of leaving on our frontier the embers of once powerful 
fires. Were the country surrounded by our , territesiee 
they might continue to smouider, but touching as it does 
that coantry from which previous invaders of: Indis. have 
issued, another conflagration may at any time be kindled. 
For many reasons, J cannot conceive that you will on 
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such a course, 

But what more can I say? I can myself imagine no 
argument in favour of half messures—no.one edvantage, 
real or imaginary—and I cannot guess what Sir. H, - 
Lawrence way allege I must ropeat that yon will do 
well not to give ear to cr partearguments., Yourim- -~ 
mediate advisers, having no porsonal knowledge of ;.the | 
facts, cannot be prepared to controvert those of the Regis: 
. dent, and it is very easy to have tho best of it when man, 
‘has all the talk to himself, and nobody to gainssy him., . If 
then you wish to get at the real stato of the case,- you, 
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should, before udopting the Resident’s views, make them 
patont to others, who havo had opportunities of judging, 
aud: who may entertain opposite opinions, When you 
have heard both sides you may settle your facts, and thea 
diuw your couclusions, without fear of error... 

“Ove. fallacy I may suggest, It. is ‘absurd uppose 
that ‘the Sikhs or tha inhabitants: of the Punjaub will be 
Letter pleased with a contingent: and double government, 
than: ‘with.annexation. , The population will not-be-better 
séd-:for-they-will he :eubjected to hard task-masters 
instead: f mild ones, ,,The Sikh soldiors high and low ‘will 
not be pleased ;.for their, occupation is gone all the samo, 
and vaey hud rather culiivate under an eazy system than 











under a grasping one. The Jats aud Jat Sikhs are par- 
ticularly partial to our revonue system, aud to the zemin- 
daree rights which we accord them. Then why should 
they prefer a contingont and misgovernment to annexation 
and a regular system? The petty Sikhs of the olden race, 
if deprived of their swords and of the privileges of anarchy 
had wuch rather enjoy in penoe aud security under our 
guarantee o little rent-free land. Qne class, and bat one 
class (if cluss they can be called) would benefit by. adouble 
government, the yultures which prey on the carcnse of every 
Indian state—the creatures of the Darbar, To.such a 
class will you sacrifice all conscience and, all: poliey—ail 
regard for che rights of the governed, and the interesta ‘of 
the governing? 

If Siv Henry Lawrence still‘stonda in the way of 
annexation, £ would say, rather than “torn awry "a groat 
enterpriso, compromise the matter, For the civil govern- 
mneut associate with bim Mr John Lawrence. The latter, 
frora all I hoary, is an excellent Officer thoygh he t% a 
Lawrenoe, and perhaps some of those who decry him might 
with advantage profit by hin instructions. He is. wrong 
perhaps in somo’ things—may’ occasionally ‘rather bolly 
péopla'withont any corresponding’ advantage .to Goverv~ 
‘ment; a8 when he inyivie-on substituting: sane 
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for jagheera or rent fee lands to those who would be wall 
contented with half the value tx Land, bui detent money 
paywent, snd ore in ronaequence discontented subjects 
with the power of doing mischicf, But generally he woll 
understands his work, ond he has abundant energy to 

render useful his knowledga, He is neither a genius 
utterly ignorant oi his work, nur a stuggard to whom ex, 

perienos avails not—hula mun bred to the trade—ot good: 
talenia and great energy. Wo want more of auch men, 

and you need not be deterred by a littl: roughness ang 

hastiness, Tamily compacts ro in themaelves an evil, and 

Colonel Lawrence secins to hnve made a clique of tho. 
Resideney—but I had rather have annexation and two 
Lrothers, of whom one hes been bred to, and understands, 
his work—than a contingynt and an autocrnoy of one’ 
brother whose genius lies in an irregular line. 

Ecoxomtsr. 


No, VEIT. 


Mx Loro—{ am sorry to see that the English papers 
are not yet unanimous as to the polioy to be pursued in the 
Punjaub, The Times proposes no schome, but rather sets 
itself to suggest difficulties—and in doing so exhibits a 
worfal ignorance of the facts, Ludeed, some very absurd 
fallacies concerning the Punjaab, the Sikhs, and the 
Afighans have gotten possession of the English mind. I¢ 
is not denial that geographically and historically the 
Punjaub is part of India—but people at home cling to the 
belief that it is filled with an unruly and desperate popula- 
tion, und the fear that to hold it would bo to walk on 
hidden Gicex—and ever since the Ouubul catastrophe they 
lave a respectful dread of tho Adghana, avd are haunted 
with the iden that to advance our frontier is but to “fly to” 
evils which we know not of.” It haa boon my object to. 
show you that the Punjnubees are not ungovernable, and 
that on tho Indua we have, in all huown probability, thet 
mach wished-for object, “finality,” inasmuch as the 
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I bave spoken more particularly of that portion of the 
Panjaub from whence the Sikhs epring. Of the other-por: 
tions it has not been pretended that there is anything to 
dread. They are now as they were when the country 
formed a “‘ peaceful province of the Mogul empire,” with 
this exception, that they dislike the Sikh rule, and would 
welcome our ingress with most sincere satisfaction. 

It you yet doubt the result of tuking the Punjaub in- 
our own name, [ would beg of you to look back to the in- 
finite array of precedents’ furnished by our history and 
experience. We have seen many strong and formidable- 
looking native govérament succumb, and war bas succeed 
ed war, till each was absorbed. But has evil ever in ang 
one instance resulted from aonexation P Every state which + 
retained the substance or the show of independence has 
come into collision with us, but, singular to relate, domes- 
tic rebellion in our own territory has been almost entirely 
unknown throughout our whole Indian career. I do not 
consider the small outbreaks ia the Jullunder to be domes- 
tic rebellion, inasmuch as they were in immediate connec- 
tion with a hostile oud, in their eyes, triumphant army— 
and these outbreaks were but those of a few individuals, 
and never.made any head. Even the irregular warfare in 
different parts of Indio with -bill tribes of a race other 
than Hindoo has been alwost invariably on lehalf of some 
puppet potentate. The brond fact remains, tbat in our 
own important possessions serious rebellion has throughout 
our history in India been unknown. Will you, then—can 
you, in the face of Chis all-powerful fact—give way to 
imaginary fear? The country is the same, the people is 
the same, aud what has taken place in other parts of India 
must take place in the Punjaub, Annexation will. bring 
safe and lasting peace. Half nieasures must be followed by 
troubles, miegovernment, and disturbance. So it has ever 
been. The only seriows outbreak,in our provinces which 
I remember was one at Bareilly, about, I think, the year 
1813—and' that was a mere mob opposition to a Chowkidari 
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“Tax, and was completely and finally put down by 
‘a couple of companies, Rohilkund and the Rohillas bad 
at one time a great name, and can anything be quieter 
than that country now is? Look at the records of the old 
districts of Rohilkand, and you will see that whea we first 
took possession things were by no means so quiet, nor 
the peoplo so apt, nor so much respect paid to our nanie, 
ap lag been and will be the orse in any part of Sikb-lend. 
Avmed parties traversed the district—wings of regiments 
with guns went out to collect the revenue from refractory 
villages, Yet things soon quieted down, and no one now 
looks on Rohilkund aso country held but by the force of 
bayonets, Much more easily would the Punjaub be 
brought to the same state, 

The Sikhs ate a military class, much more tractable 
‘and more easily moulded to our purpose flian Robillas or 
other military Mussulmen. J cannot too often repeat, ang 
you cannot too carefolly bear in mind, the graud dis- 
tinguishing mark of the Sikhs, as compared with other 
Indian soldiers, in their not-having yet lost their connec- 
tion with the soil and their character of agriculturists. 
confess to haying myself a particular -partiality for them. 
They are fine fellows, without prejudice or nonsense of any 
kind, who can turn their hands to anything, They are 
quite free from the ridiculous pretensions to dignity and 
superiority of the most contemptible Mussulmem, They 
heve not forgotten their origin, Indeed, I think the 
Sikhs and Jats. of the frontier a people whom we sliould 
particularly cherish and attach as our subjects, They 
have muck more of our own character.than any other 
Indian race. While the Mahommedan pays but a sulky 
end constrained obedience, they, can and do look up to ue 
—and-as soon as the intoxication of recent power has 
subsided the obedience of all wilk be hearty and willing. 
Make much of them, my Lord. Yon fear to grasp a 
serpent,.but you may yet find it a faithful servané;. situat- 
ed on the frontier of India, they are most desirable 
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subjects, for they may be used at any time against the 
Mehommedaus bLeyound the boucdary. ‘Their sympathy 
with our Government, conduct, character, aud habits, will 
al ways be much greater thau any other foreign race. 

You must Le careful, indeed, that you mar not this 
fair picture by mismanagement, You inust have a proper 
system aud proper instruments, and thon sce if the Sikhs 
do not soon cheerfully acquiesce in your authority. 
Under a double Government all parties would be wretched. 
If they have misgovernment and a revenue system which 
they dislike, the Sikhs must have military service as an 
outlet. Under a system which suits their taste and gives 
its due o industry and capital, they stand in need of no such 
safety-valve. But if you destroy the Sikh army without at 
the same time ensuring the requisite facilities for practising 
the arts of peace, then, indeed, will there be a cankering 
and pestering sore which may have lawentable results. 
Such is, and wust be, a double government, and such is 
the frightful slough which it must be your first resolution 
to avoid, 

It is reranrkable how much even Sikh chiefs in their 
prosperity cling to old associations—how little they forget 
the instability of Indian greatness. It is a sort of proverl 
among them that soverign power may pass away any day, 
but that the proprietorship of land subsists through all 
changes (which is indeed the case till our civil courts come 
into full play)—and men who have the Government share 
of the revenue of many villages are yet still more covetous 
of Zemindaree, I have seen many instances of this—and 
the trouble they took about it when in the plentilude of 
their powor would almost induce the belief that they an- 
ticipated the result, and had an eye to the detuils of our 
system, I could show you a village Cis-Sutlej, an old pos- 
session of the Attarce fumily, where Sham Sing Attaree- 
wala (killed at Sobraon) took immense pains to wake him-  - 
self Zemindar of a single Pattee. In short, their natural 
predilections all lie this way. ‘Their present position is bat 
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on accident, ‘They will readily return. to the occupatiuns 
of their ancestors, aud you need not distress yourself with 
vain fears. Never was there a better hand. . You have 
but to play it in a reasonable way, It is not,.a9 one.of the 
pupers says, & choice “between daugerous neighbours and. 
unruly‘ subjects,” but between dangerous neighbours aud 
quite useful subjects, Tho popular delusion is tho very 
opposite of the truth, and you will, I trust, prove it to be s0 


Thinking, as I do, that the Jats and Sikhs make good 
subjects and good soldier’, I think that if you increase the . 
army you canuot do better than offer service to those who 
wish it, The Sikh regiments lave answered well, and the 
eating our salt would give us an additional hold on, and 
connection with, the population fron which the men are 
drawn, Besides, Inte experience goes to prove that they 
are much better men than the “ Poorbea” Sepoys. They 
have also fewer prejudices—they can pat their bundles on 

- their own beads when occasion requires—they eat from the 
same common cooking vessel—are altogether more hardy 
and European-like in their habits. They would Le a great 
accession to the army. One great mistake was made as to, 
the Sikh regiments, and which. deterred many from entering 
—the insisting on their wearing “ Topecs.” I am no advo- 
cate for yielding to‘prejudices—far from it—but all races 
and all religions have their peculiar ideas, aud two things. 
particularly prohibited to Sikls are Zopees and tobacco, 
‘Why, then, when we are so particular about Hindoo and 
Mahommedan Prejudices, we should go out of our way to’ 
make the service qi isogreeable to the Sikhs without the 
least object, I can't Conceive, A: man can’t go ivto village. 
without getting into a quarrel, because the villagers call 
him “ ‘Topeewala, "Surely it is an innocent prejudice, 
and they are so free from this kind of thing that their one’ 
prejudice might be indulged. English soldiers would be 
indignant if compelled’ ‘to woar turbans, I fancy. that ‘the. 
Topee is a blunder from mere ignorance, . 
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Tho Times makes the question of annexation depend 
on obtaining a “finality,” asks where we are to stop, whe-* 
ther we sbull annex Afghanistan toot I answer certainly 
not, for reasons which I have already mentioned. Adghan- 
istan would not pay, it is re part of India, its inhabitants 
fre not Indians, The more the Dost and his subjects fight 
among thenrselves the better forus. The Ludus is our 
“finality,” and as far as the present condition of the world 
goes, thereis every prospect of ourbeing freefrom fighting on 
thatboundary, Ifyoudoubt this, the Affyhausare well known 
to officers of our army ; ask those in whom you have most 
confidence whether there is the slightest probability of their 
being able to oppose a siugle brigade in fair Gght in tle 
Open field, whether they have ever done so? The country 
does not yield the reveaue to give strength to the sinews of 
war, and the character of the people is entirely against their 
ninking good regular troops. Besides, they are uttery dis- 
united, in race and everything else. ‘Chey are no nation, 
and we have nothing to fear from them. Most assuredly 
it is for a “finality” thet I would go to the Indus. Onco 
more then, my Lord, be not afraid. Do not sit at Feroze- 
pore, like a boy afraid to rob an orchard because “ Man 
traps and spring-guns" aye duly advertised on a board— 
make up your miad at once, like x man. ‘here is nothing 
else for it, 

It just comes to this, will you make a temporary 
arrangement or a permanent one? Will you lock to the 
security of the frontier, or to empty names? Will you do 
justice to tho country which providence lins placed ot 
your fect? Your mission is a great one, and you inust 
fulfil it; but, defore all things, remember that if with- 
drawal is a cowardice, any half ueasure ist double cowardice 
—the cowardice that prevents you from mnnexing and the 
cowardice that prevents you from withdrawing, Tuke 
either course, but beware of the fatal middle course, If 

: you withdraw, the work has but to be done over ngain, | 
if you compromise wo are inextricably committed. 
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I bope I have not been doing you an injustice: but 
eertninly this delay alarms me. Show that I have been 
yuistaken. Do not let Sir H. Lawrence have all the 
argument to himself. Do not mistake the Durbar at Lahore 
Sor the people of the Punjab or for the Sikh nation. Re. 
wember thatitis the great rock on which’ others have split, 

Ecoomrnsr. + 





ECONOMIST CONGRATULATUS TUR GOVERNOR-GENERAL. 


My Lorp—At last we breathe again more freely—at 
last the clouds of doubt and suspense are made glorious 
summer by the sun of annexation. The 29th of March 
1849 will long be meworable in Indian history, and long 
will be famous the name of the ruler who has given 
a “finality” to the Indian Empire. My Lord, I do most 

- sincerely and heartily congratulate you. The Sikh power, 
the Sikli army, the Empire of Runjeet Sing, and almost 
the ‘Sikh name, are things of history. Not only for seven 
years, but I hope for a much longer period, a shot will not 
be fired in the Punjaub. The permanent pacification of 
the country follows from annexation as naturally as effect 
ean follow cause. Any serious disturbance is next to im- 
possible, ‘The means of disturbance no longer exist—the 
spirit and the will must speedily die out. The Sikhs will 
soon be know but as a quiel and agricultural people. 
The Panjaub will be a subnissive aud prosperous province, 
yielding in the arts of peace to noue in India, and, i¢ may 
he (if advantage is taken of so fair an opportunity of in- 
troducing into our system the improvementy which ex- 
perience suggests), surpassing all in good government—in 
the adaptation of institutions to the circumstances of the 
people, and the contentment of an industrious yet manly 
population, It will be found that even if barren tracts 
moke’ tho’ whole revenue not very large in proportion to 
the gross area, yet the lnrge fertile territories will yield 
a considerable and easily-cullected revenue, which is a 
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clear gain to our Indian finances—and more than a clear 
gain, for it will not only be an addition to our rent roll, 
but may almost bo made tho meausa of dimiuishing our 
expenditure—inasmuch os we shall now be free from the 
enormous cost of defensive and offensive measures of con- 
stant repetition and little intermission, You. have now 
discovered the metal of which the Afghans are made, and 
a‘few years hence they will be about as little, and as mach 
thought.of, as the Burmese now are, The western will be 
little Jess secure than the eastern frontier. And while 
you rejoice in having done your duty to your own country, 
you will not think lightly of the benefit conferred on your 
species and on the people of that country, which has been 
added to the British crown, No humane man could have, 
by any act of bis, permitted the recurrence of ‘the scenes 
of carhage and sickening waste of human life, which have 
ensanguined the last year of our history. No wise or 
benevolent man could have refused to bestow on a subject 
people that liberty to sow in seed-titae and reap iu harvest, 
which forms the simple economy of an Iudian population ; 
and by the aid of a genial climate and certain self-contained 
institutions, natural poor-laws aud immemorial village 
corporations perhaps gives more human happiuess than the 
more complicated rights and more artificial institutions 
which distract Europe. I don't know whether you meant 
to enhance the value of the boon when you kept the world 
so long uncertain and distrustful about annexation ; bat it 
is now apparent that distrust was out of place. The 
measure is woll-weighed, deliberate, acd complete—and 
the public voice on the subject will be unanimous, Other 
Govornors-General have added to the Empire, but you 
have completed it; others have conquered successive parts, 
but you have consolidated and secured the whole, For 
the first time Iudia is really our own—nay more, for the 
first time India is under the dominion of any one master, 
You are the first sole ruler of the most famous country in 
the world. You occupy a throne which has been, since 
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ambition Grst appeared in the world, the golden prize for 

which all have, struggled--but none have fully obtained, 

And you miay be proud of your position, You have’ 
achieved it, aud Lhope titat you may keep’ it“long. Yow 
have wronged no mau, but you. have done your daty, and 
done it well.;. . tig 

.. Having. attained the finality of conquest aid Anagies 
thos early.in. your reign, for you: may be preparéd tlie 
double glory of béth consummating a career of war, and, 
originating a career of peaceable reformation, I hope that 
it may-beao, A reformation. is wanted: The laws, the 
customs, and the consciences of a forthern race, and an 
artificial society, must be more approximated to the plain 
practical understandings of an Asiatic people who WILL: 
hold -that .black is black, and white is white, whatever. 
philosophers may:say to the country. -But on this I may. 
not now. enter. I will but once more congratulate you ow 
your position, aud [ am sure that all India and all’ Europe 
will, with one accord, joifiin the congratulation. 

It is singular, in reviewing from the commencement 
of the whole contest with-the-Sikhs, to-observe bow re- 
markably fortune seems to have favoured the good canse— 
how everything: has tarned out for the best. I believe that’ 

_ there is much reason to be thaulful for all that has taken’ * 
place. - If the Sikh army had been a little less determined ; 
ond: its resistauce a little lesy protracted, we might bave 
lost the blessings of annexatioir; if it had been ‘a little. 
more successful—but nol will not be unpatriotic enougl: ' 
to ‘conjecture what might then: have happened. In the 
first: campaiga it ia very possible thiat if our advantage had’ 
been pressed the. war might Lave terminated little less 
abruptly than on the. ‘preséut occasion, and I do believe 
that the. military: obstacles overcome, annexation must 
have been at.auy,.-time a ‘suocegsful measure.» Yet still 
when we see what: the Sikhs have this year done’ with 
small resources; we must not forget that in 1846, Mool- 
tan, Cushmere, Attok,: Kangra, aud the-whole resources’ of 
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the country ‘in their possession—our army shattered, and 
the hot weather setting in—the result must have been at 
best doubtful, and we would hardly now run the risk of 
1846, in preference to the certainty of 1849, The Sikhs, 
too, if once conquered, might and probably would have 
been kept under, but their prostration and subjection 
could have been nothing like what it now is, That they 
should have been twice conquered is the most fortunate 
thing in the world. They will nevor rise again, They 
have tried war, aud they have .tried rebellion, and cer- 
tainly they had enough of both, The particular events of 
this last war have been not Jess favourable in their results 
than the general fact of the double conquest, The com- 
paigu bas been a protracted one, and I have little doubt: 
that the effects in the permanent pacification of the coun- 
try must be much more certain and lasting than if tho 
war had been nipped in the bud by a much more dashing 
and summary termination. J do not go so far as to give 
your Lordship credit for so very far-sighted a policy, but 
under providence such must le the result. The whole 
mass hos been thoroughly fermented—no portion can havo 
escaped the purifying process—all the bad humours havo 
come to the surface, aud have been eradicated. You have 
now but to strain off the clear liquid and keep it carefully” 
in new bottles (I am glad to see that you do not trust en. 
tirely to old bottles for your new wine) ail will tien go 
right. You have only farther to’ take care that no new - 
element of mischief gets mixed up in the process of puri.’ 
fication. Keep an eye to the old bottles too—especially to 
one very large and very old bottle—the Patriarch of the 
cellar. If he ahould happen to burst great will be the 
outpouring of good wine. However, as he is such a re-'” 
nowned old vessel, we will hope that he still retains powers 
of distension to meet the oxigencies of the times. I am not: - 
disinclined to believe that it will be found so, ‘ 

But I have diverged from my demonstration of what 
We owe to a favouriug Fortune. 1 am no judge of the 
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strategies of war. My sphere isa more humble one. But 
this I will say that:if ever most sincere and heartfelt thanks 
were due for a victory it was for-Goojerat. It seemed like 
@ special interposition. Mensare indeed led to: their ruin 
by being first ‘demented, and never was there a more strik. 
ing-ivstance’ of it,:. Most appropriately might the despatch 
“have commenced ‘with the words of the doughty and -God- 
foariig Hero of e former‘age, “The Lord hath deliveerd 
them.-into our hands.” Well did the General and the army 
do their part'in the deliverance—and for the rest, thanks” 
to our Zkbal” and-to General Gilbert, another month has 
énded war ; the discomfited Sikhs have laid down their arms, 
never to be resamed ; the country has been purged, purified, 
and regenerated—and T hope that when you wake a tour 
next cold weather you will find it swept, garnished, and 
prosperous, ‘Your fiat is sufficient—one dash of your pen 
changes the ac scene, asin any Ara’ian tale, from darkness 
into light. 7 
If anything were wantiug to show the character of the 
Sikbs, and ‘of the war, the. manner of its termination 
‘must resolve all doubts. We have had no Guerilla warfare, 
. as the. English papers anticipated—no desperate struggle of 
fanatics Akalies. We have but had a regular army mbet- 
ing us ia straggle ona fair field. The morale of that army" 
is destroyed by defeat, and we hear ho more of it, The 
soldiers bad Jittle persongl eonnection with the Chiefs, and 
had they been desperate men they ‘might have continued a 
very harassing contest. But no—they are no desperadoes— 
they are comfortable people, accustomed to serve Runjest 
Sing on daily rations and monthly pay. “They have wives” 
and children, and lands abd cattle at. home, and they have 
no taste for starving in the desert i in the Ogre-like hope of 
. one day drinkiag the blood of a ‘Feringhee. They have 
little nationality—merely" the natural love of domination— 
but they like-the good things of domination—not the life 
of 9 dog in the wilderness; and, failing the former alterna-_ 
‘tive, they are quite prépared to return to their homes and 
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stay there, Hence their readiness to lay down their arms 
at the suggestion of their officers, You may be sure that 
the last 8 months of scanty or no pay—little to eat, and 
much to do and suffer—has thoroughly cured them of all 
martial ardour. They like a guerilla warfare about as 
much asa London guardsman would like bush fighting 
among the Caffres, They have abundance of pluck and 
courage—but it is a calculating courage—and deprived of a 
nucleus you will never hear more of them, 

Altogether, I maintain that by the favour of Provi- 
dence our position in reference to the Punjaub and the 
Punjaubces is more favourable than any mere human dis- 
position could have made it, For you it remained to pluck 
the fruit thus presented to you, At last you have put 

, forth your hand and taken it, ‘You are illustrated by the 
act. This day has indeed taken a load of doubt from the 
grey hairs of your admiring. 


Economist, 
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